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TO THE
RicuT HONORABLE,

THE

Earl of Cheflerfield.
My Lorbp,

HE firft and moft va-
luable quality of an
Hiflorian is a{crupulous at.
tachment to truth. With-
A 2 out
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DeEbpicaTIoON.

out this, -all his other qua-

lities deferve little confide-
ration ; or rathdi are highly
blameable : they ferve only
to miflead thé teader, whom
they pretend to inform and

dire@. As I havé endeas

voured, in the following
fheets, to guide my felf by
this principle; the dedica-
tion of fuch & work, how-
ever otherwife inconfidera-

ble, ought to be clear not

only from the guilty but-
frony the impatationy of fiat-
tery. - . .

~ YouRr




DEDICATION.

- YOUR very goemmies, -y
Lord, il acquit ge of both,
for 1nferibipg 4t ko you, as
tg the Fudge and Pegray of
geniys and wit: as o One
belides, who has long exest-
eds 15 the frug intereft and
for the hongr of his Coywtry,
thofe Abilities which Hiffory
moft delights to celebrate.
THAT you may yet live,
my Lord, many and happy
years to ferye that Country,
you fo eminently adorn ; is,
I am’perfuaded, the united
with of all thofe, upon whofe

favour-

Wi
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DEDICATION.

favourable opinion a great
and good man would value
himfelf. For me, I beg
leave to fay, in this public
manner; that I am truly,
with that £ind of regard

which neither fortune nor

birth alone can infpire,

My Lorbp,

Your Lordfbip’s

moft devoted Serz:aﬂt,

D.MALLET.
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THE
LIFE
Francss Bacon,

LORD HIGH CHANCELLOR
OF ENGLAND.

HE antient Egyptians had
a law, which ordained, that
the actions and charafers
of their Dead fhould be fo*

lemnly canvaffed before c'crtaili'_]udgcs;

in order to regulate what was due td
their memory. No quality; however
exalted, no abilities; however eminent,
could exempt the pofieflfors from this
Iaft and impartial trial. To ingenuous

.minds this was a powerful incentive; in
the purfuit of virtue: and a ftrong re-

B firaing
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THE LIFE OF THE LORDB

firaint on the moft abandoned, in theif

career of vice, Whoever undertakes to
write the life of any perfon, deferving
to be remembred by pofterity, ought to
look upon this Iaw as preftribed to him.
Hc s fairly to record the faults as well as
the good qualities, the failings as well as
the perfc@ions, of the Deads with this
great vicw, to warn and improve the
Living: For this reafor; tho khall dwell
with pleafure on the fhining part of my
Lord Bacow's charaer, as a writer, I
fhall not dare cither to ¢oriceal or palli
ate his blemifhes, ds a man. It equally
concerns the public to be made acquaints

.ed with both.

Sir Nicholis Bacon was the firft
Lord Keeper of the Seals invefted with
all the dignity, and trufted with all the

power, of a Lord Chancellor. This

high employment he held under Queen
Elizabeth near twenty years: a mini-
fter confiderably learneds of remarkable
prudence and honefly ; ferving his coun.

iy




CHANCELLOR BACON, 3
try with the mteonty of a good mdn,
and prcfcrvmo thro the whole courfe
of his profpetity, that moderation and
‘plainnefs of mannérs which adorn agreat |
'man _His fecond wife was adauomcr
of Sir Am‘/aom' Cooke, who liad been
preceptor to Edward the Sixth, and of
whom hiftorians have mide honourable
mention for his skill in the learned lan-
guages. Neither have they forgot to
celebrate this Lady, on the fame ac-
count. To the tiuth of which eveti an Parfons
énemy borc teftimony, while he re-t¢Jefult
proached her with having tranflated,
from the Latin, Bifhop Fewel'sapology.
for the Church of England.

. Suca wert the parents of Francis
‘Bacon, whofe Life I am writing. Of
two fons, by this marriage; he was the
youngeft : and born at Zork- Houfe in the
Strand, the twenty-fecond of Fakuary

1561. As he had the good foftune 1o is6r.
"Eome into the World at' a period of time
when drts aiid fciences Were efleemed and
B 3 ~ cultivated,




4

THE LIFE OF THE LORD
cultivated, by the Great and Powerful,

‘almoft in the fame degree they are now

negleed; fo he brought with him a
capacity for every kind of kndwledge,

ufeful and ornamental. An original
_oenius, formed not to receive implicit
.notions of thinking and reafoning from

what was admitted and taught befort
him ; but to prefcribe laws himfélf; in
the empire of leatning, to his own antl

Fucceeding ages.

HE gave marks, vety early, of 4 prég-
nant and happy difpofition, farabove his

‘years. We are told that Queen Eliza-

beth took a particular delight in trying
him with queftions; and received fo
much fatisfattion from the good fenfe
and manlinefs of his anfwers, that fhe

was wont to call him, in mirth, her

young Lord Keeper. One faying of
his deferves to be remembred. The
Queen having aske ked Jim his age, while
he wyy& “a"boy’ ,"hc anfwcrcd readily,

- that
o _'..'-'« : T AN

-}g R “ff‘,.. S

, . R 'S .- - .




CHANCELLOR BACON. 5

that he was juft two years youngcr than,
her happy reign.

Or his cducatxonl know no particu-
lars, till he' was fent to ftudy in the uni-
' verfity of Cambridge under Dr. Whit-

gift, afterwards Archbifhop of Canter-
bury: and 1 find he wasentered of Trs- 16th of
nity-College in his twelfth year. The? 5"7";
- progrefs he made was rapid and uncom-
mon : for he had run thro the whole
circle of the liberal arts, as they were
‘then taught, before he was fixteen. - Buc
what is far more furprizing; he bcgan,
‘even then, to fge thro the emptinefs and
futility of the philofophy in vogue: and
to conjedure, that ufeful knowledge
mutft be raifed on other foundations, and
built up with other materials, than had
been employed thro a tract of many cen-
turics backward. In this, his own ge«
nius, ‘aided by a fingular difcernment,
muft have been his only preceptor. In
matters of reafoning, the Autherity of
drg/fotle was ftill acknowledged infalli-

B3 b



1

"THE LIFE OF THE LORD

blc in the Schools, as much as that of.
the Pope, in affairs of religion, had late-
1y been acknowlcdocd there and every
where clfc And ‘our Author may be
juttly tiled the firft great ‘Reformer of
philofophy. "He had the prepoficflions,

the voluminous and ufelefs reading, nay
h¢ had the vanity of men grown old
in contrary opinions, to ftruggle with :

yet he lived to fee a conﬁdcrablc rcvo—
lution on his ﬁdc Another age brought
ovcr the Lcamcd of all Nanons to h1§
gartv '

It may bc juftly wondcrcd at, that
the Lord chpcr, a minifter of greag ob-
fervation on men ‘and 'things, fhould
havc fent h:s fon to travel at the age of
fixteen; aswe find he did:: for, by alet-
ter from Sir Amias Powlet, then Am-
baffador in’ Francé, it is certain that
young Bacon was at-Paris, and under
hjs roof, in the year 1577. We nced
byt look around: us, to be convinced
how lxttl(: our Youth of quality, who

' v1ﬁt'




CHANCELLOR BACON.

yifit foreign countries about that age, are

wont to-profit cither in tafte, wifdom, -

or morals, But perhaps he difcovered
in his fon a maturity of difcretion and
judgment beyond what is common to
that carly feafon of life. However that
was, the Ambaffador conccived a very
favourable opinjon of Bacon; for he
fent him over to the Queen with a com.
miffion that required fecrecy and dif-

patch: of which he acquitted himfelf

with applaufe, and then returned to fi-
nith his travels. The native bent of his

mind, ftrongly turned to rcflc@tion and

enquiry, fuffered him not to ftop fhorg
at the ftudy of languages, but led him

higher to remark accurately on the cuf:.
toms and manners of thofe that fpoke

them; on the charadters of their Prin-
ces, and on the conftitution of their fe-
veral governments. In proof of this,
there is ftill extant among his works, a

paper of obfervations on the general

flate of Ewrope, written by him fhortly
' B4 after

-4 .
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THE LIFE OF THE LORD

after this time; as I have difcovered by
a circumftance mentioned in it *.

As he was the youngeft fon, fo he
feems to haye been the favourite of his
fathers who had fet apart a confiderable.
fum of money to purchafe an eftate for.
him, in his abfcncc But before that..
kind intention could take cﬁ‘cét thc Lord,
Keeper dxcd fucldcnly, by the followmg‘
accident. He was uader thc hands of
his barber, and, the wcathcr being ful-

try, had ordesed a wmdow bcforc him,
to be throwu _open. As he was become,

- very corpulcnt he prefcntl) fell afleep,

in thc current of frefh a;r that was hlow-
ing in upon hxm ;. and awaked after
fome time, dxﬁcmpercd all oyer. Why,
faid he to thc fcrvant did you fuffer mc'
to ﬂccp thus cxpofcd’ The fellow re-
plicd, that he durﬁ not prefume to di-,
ﬁurb him. Thcn faxd the Lord Keeper,

by

' & He fays thatgenry IIL. of France. was then’
3> ysers old : now that King began his reign in
1574, at the age of 24 years. So that Baeen way:
th-n nincteen. '




€HANCELLOR BACON.
by your civility I lofe my life: and fo
removed into his bed-chamber, where
he died a few days after, Thus there
remained to his youngeft fon only the
{mall proportion, ‘of a fum, which was
to be divided among five brothers.’

THE narrownefs of his circumftances
obliged him to think of {ome profeflion,
for a fubfiftance: and he applied him-
felf, more thro neceflity than choice,

to.the fludy of the common law. For .

that purpofe, he placed himfelf in the
fociety of Gray's-Inn , where his fupe-
sior talents rendered hjm the ornament
of the. Houfe.: as the gentlenefs and
affability of his deportment won him the

affe&tion of all its members. In hispro-

feflion, he quickly rofe to fo. much emi-
nence and reputation, that, at the age

of twenty-cight years, he was named-by

Elizabeth her learned council extraor-
dinary: a diftin&ion which h¢. needed
. no afliftance from his father’s merit with
her to deferve. It was however next

tQ

9"
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THE LIFE OF THE LORD

to impoflible that {o noble a genius,
born to embrace the whole compafs of
fcience, fhould confine its. refearches
within thc narrow and pcrplcxcd ftudy
of prcccdcnts and authorities : a ftudy
hcdgcd round with brambles and thorns,
dark and barbarous in its beginnings, and
rendered in its progrefs flill more ob-
feure, by the learned dulncCs of com-
mentators and compilers; men, for the
moft part, of indefatigablc induftry, and
of no fpirit or difcernment, Accordmg—
ly we find that in this interval he often
gave full fcope to his conceptions fur-
veying the whole ftate of learning, ob-
ferving its defeds, and imagxmno the
proper methods to fupply them. “This
he firft attempted in a treatifc which’ he'
cntitled THE GREATEST BIRTH OF.
TIME; as appears froma letter, writ-
ten after his retirement, to father Ful-
gentio the. Penetian, in which he pafies
akind of cenfure on the pompous and
fwelling title prefixed to it. Tho the

PICCC itfelf is loft, it appearsto haye bc;rk
the




CHANCELLOR BACON.

the firft outlines of that amazing defign,
which he afterwards filled up and finith-
edin his grand Inﬁauranon of the fcien-
ccs. As there is not 'a more amufing,
- perhaps a more ufeful fpeculation, than
that of tracing the hitory of the human
mind, if I may {o expre(s my fclf, in its
progrcﬂion from truth to truth, and
from difcovery to difcovery; the intelli-
gent reader would doubtlefs have been
pleafed to fee, in the tra&t I am fpeaking
of, by what ﬁcps and ggadatxons a {pi-
tit like Bacon's advanced in building up,
for more than thu’ty years together, his
ncw and univerfal theory. He thought
lumfclf born for the ufe 6f human kind :
and in the letter above mentioned fliles
hnmfclf the fervant of poﬁcnty ‘

THESE few hints for ﬁlling up this
ficlt part of our Author’s life, trivial and
unfatxsfa&ory as thcy may appear, I have
yét ‘been, obliged toglean here and there
in the rubb:fh of feveral colle@tions,
whcrc thcy lay fcattctcd without order

or

13
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or conneétion. But I fhall now no

longer regard Bacon asa mere philofo-"
pher; as a man of fpeculation who con-

verfed only with books .and his own

thoughts, in the fhade of retirement and

keifure. The courfe of hisfortunes pro-

duced him on the great theatre of the

world, involved him in bufinefs, and
complicated him with the moft confider-

ablc perfons of the age he lived in. He.
was honourably employed by onePrince,
and highly preferred under another. It

will be therefore neceffary, that this hi-

frory may have its due extent and ufeful-

nefs, to exhibit a general profpe& of the

two rcigns in which Bacon flourithed:
and fell, at leaft in their principal poines

of view. The chara&ers of thofe with

whom he had any conne&tion will illu-

firate his, and fhew it in a truer, aswell

as a fuller light.

1 HAVE yet anothetreafon for enlarg-
ing this account beyond the ordinary
Lmits, Oug Author's Ictters arc writ

. : - ten,




CHANCELLOR BACON.

ten, many of them -at leat, on public
occafions, and may be confidercd as the
moft authentic vouchers for feveral re-
markable occurrences, in which be him-
felf was an a&or, and well acquainted
with the fecret motives on which others
atted. But as thofc things are for the
moft part only hinted at, or no farther
opened than to ferve the prefent purpofe
of his letter; they will require to be de-
veloped at fome length, and ranged into
their proper places.

Er1zaBETH had a larger fhare of
good fenfe and found judgment than is
commonly to be met with among wo-
men; accompanied with a greatnefs of
mind and fteadinefs of purpofe that
might do honour to the beft of men.
Thefe her natural endowments received
. much, tho fevere, improvement from
the dangers the was expofed to in the
firlt part of her life. . She grew up in a
Ltrit attention over her own adions,
even over her looks and words, from

the

13
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the rigor of her father’s temper, and par-
ticularly from the jealous cruelty of her
ﬁftcrs adminiftration: a fhort but me’
‘morable period of time when England
beheld, under a femalé reign, fuch in-
ftarices of mercilefs rage; fuch fcenes
of horror; as had of old ftartled the
Roman Wotld, undera Nero and a Do-
mitian. The dreadful génius of that fu-
perttition to which fhe had devoted her-
felf, then exerted its fpirit undifguifed;
in betraying, tormenting; butchering,
by the miniftry of inhuman priefts and
inquifitors, whoever would not profefs
what he could not poflibly believe. If
we may credit Hiftorians, they had even
doomed Elizabeth hetfelf to die: and
fhe efeaped; miraculoufly, not by thé
kindnefs, but the policy of Philip; him:
feIf a tyrant, the codleftand moft deter-
mined of thefe latter ages.

AT her acceflion-to the throne, fhe
found her revenues anticipated or ex-
hauﬁcd, her kingdom, thro the fangui-

nary




CHANCELLOR BACON:;
hdry madnefs of her predeceflor, dif
jointed and broken of its vigor within:
at the fame time unfupported by allies
and without confideration abroad. Her
good fenfe led her %o fee, by the errors
of her father and her fifter, that the could
expett to reign with fecurity, only by
deferving the confidence and gaining the
love of the nation: and that in order
thereto; fthe muft propofe to herfelf no
othér end of fuling but the happinefs
and honour of all her people. This fy-
ftem of policy, fo fimple in itfelf, fo glo-
tious in its. confequences, and yet by
princes {o feldom purfued, fhe adhered
" to fteadily, almoft uniformly, thro a
long and triumphant reign; for this
very reafon triumphant.

THE reformation of religion fhe at-
tempted and effected s at a feafon when
her power was unconfirmed, and in pro-
bable danger from inteftine commotions.
For revolutions in religion are apt to
put the whole conftitution of a focicty

into

1§
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into ferment, even more firongly thar
alterations in government; as cvery in-
dividual is immediately and intimately
aCtuated by what feems to him of higheft
and moft lafting concern. She kept a-
wake, and animated, with wondcrful ad-
drefs, thedivifionsin Scotland, inFrance,
in the Netherilands : and that with more
juftice on her part than is ufually obferv-
ed by princes when they would do ill
offices to their neighbours. The fove:
reigns of thofe countries, when they
agreed in nothing clfe, were ever com-
bined in a common enmity to her: ata
time too when fhe had nothing to op-
pofe againft their pretenfions,. their con-
fpiracics, their open attacks, but her ows -
courage and the native ftrength of Eng-
land ilone. And yet, by helping for-
ward the reformation in Scorland 5 by
fupporting the proteftants in France ;
by the wife and well-managed fupplies
fhe fent to the Dutch, who were ftrug-
gling hard for their lives and libertics

Wlth an unrclenting tyrant: by this
ferics

.




CHANCELLOR BATON:
ferids” of condu& ﬁcadxly purfucd {hc

truirhphcc{ overall oppofition, and r:n-
deréd"hér ‘(elf 'the arbitrefs of Eurofe

For'it may be affirmed, that her admx-'

nifttation made a grcatﬁr nnprcﬂlon oq
alt theé ftites round her, than it received
irtetf" from aflyt an unadubtcd pioof of
ity firmnéfsdnd aQive vigor.

WaeN the' camc "to’ the'crown, the'”’
fauinid tHe nition four mxlhons in dcbt
a fuid'thén almott’ mcrcdnblc' and yét '

hét ‘'octd ﬁdniy alone'enabled hér to dxf:
] cﬂah'c i, Thc Coin, whlch had” bccn

o

mitch " embafed by Hem_'}' the’ F.xghth -

and by Ma¥y wholly niegle@éd, thé quicks

Iy feftored to its juft ftandatd; and there-
With'th “public faith ‘and credit! Her
magizifes e Carcf’ulry rcpiémﬁmcd vnth
arhﬁ ‘arhthdhition, watliké ItOrcs of - G
weby kifid '+ and the }‘duth 4l over En -

Jardiére' ordéréd to be duly trained in’ p

mifry exé¥eifés:” Hef navy was fallei
to-ded¥y} ‘and Amdh abatdoned.” T hxs

fhe’ Tet’hcﬁ?l}’ 1o fepair, with an attens -

C tion,

&
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tion, which the great bulwark of this
kingdom will ever deferve from aPrince, .
who underftandsin what his own firength
and that of his dominions naturally con-
fit. Her fleet was at laft a match for
the mighty Armada of Spain: that Ar-
mada boafted to be invincible,and which
was in truth a defperate effort of the
whole power and refentment of her bit-
tereft enemy. Her victory over him, as
entire as it was glorious, gave fecurity
and renown to this Hland: and, what-
cver the partiality of foreign writers may
have infinuated to the contrary, the owed
it to her own heroical condu@, and the
unexampled bravery of her fubjeds.

SHE was the firft of our princes who
purfued, in any confiderable degree, the
only fure method of making England
great and powerful; by encouraging and
cxtending our commerce : which, under
her protettion, grew high, and fpread
itfelf thro the Norzh and to both the In-
dies. Inaword, fuch was her condudt,

I fuch



CHANCELLOR BACON.
fiich her good fortune, in this Ifland and

on the Coritinent, thather allies had the
ftrongeft.confidence in her affiftance and .

good faith: that her enemies ftood in
awe of her power, and were forced to
an unwilling approbation of her pru-
dence.  The applaufe of fuch as think
they have caufe to hate, and diftres us,
is the fincereft, as it is the nobleft praifc.

'Her oeconomy was admirable. She huf- -

banded the public money for her peo-
ple’s eafe: fhe laid it out, on proper oc-
cafions, for their fafety and honour. The
undertakings of the government were
never greaters the charge was never
lefs. This gives the higheft idea of her
miniftry, and places their chara&ers, in
general, above imputation or reproach.

Or Sir Nicholas Bacom, our Au-
thor’s father, I have already given fome
account: and fhall only add here, that
he never afpired beyond the rank he
brought with him to court. His mo-
deration in all other refpelts was the

- C 2 fame.

v
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fame. When the Queen vifited him’ -
at his feat in Hertfordpire, fhe told
him with an air of pleafantry, that his
houfe was too little for him. No, re-
plied the Lord Keeper; but your Ma-

jefty has made me too great for my
houfe. .

WALSINGHAM, in his private cha-
ratter, was of unblemithed honefty. As
a minifter he had fingular fagacity in pro.
curing intelligences which he knew to-
apply, with great dexterity, to the pur-
pofes of government : devoting himfelf,
with fogenerous a felf-negle&, to the fer-
vice of his country, that he gained g re-
putation for contempt of riches, which
would have been highly reverenced: in
the beft times of antiquity and will g0
near, in thefe days, to be thought cxthcr
folly orfrenzy.

THE Lord Treafurer Burleigh, for
his confummate abilities as a ﬁaicfman,'

was tcckoncd thc ﬁrﬁ name of his agé :
) and )




'CHANCELLOR BACON.
and is ftill painted out as a pattern,which
we rather wifh, than expe&, to fee fully

c0p1¢d,by his fucceffors in power. As

he had ftrong_ natural parts, and was. of
unwearied application to bufinefs,
experience mutft have been. univerfal and
uuéquallcds for he was at the head of
the government almoft forty years. He
{eems, in particular, to have been emj-
_nently poﬁfc_lfcd _of that intrepidity of
head, thatcivil courage, fo neceflary in
a_great mipjfter: and without which no
minifter will never do any thing truly
noble, .or of lafting utility to mankind.
Inviolably attached to his Miftrefs, he
ferved her with equal fidelity and fuc
cefs;. and had the fingular felicity to pro-
motc the good of his country by the
famc arts that he employed to gratify the
inclinatious of his fovercign,

_THE glory of this princels. will re-
ceive a new luftre by comparing, the
ftate of England with that of almoft all
other nations in Ewurgpe, at the fame

C3 time,

21
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time. It muft have been no common
addition to the tranquillity and happi-
nefs of our anceftors, that they enjoyed
both, uninterrupted, for fuch a length
of years; while Scotland and France,
Spain and FHbelland, were torn with
continual divifions, and bleeding by the

wounds of foreign and domeftic wars,

Hers too was the Age of heroes both
in arts and arms. Great captains, able
ftatefmen, writers of the higheft order
arofe, and under her influence flourithed
together. Thus Bacon had- all the in-
centives that could kindle himup to a
generous ambition, and quicken his emu-
lation in the purﬁut of knowlcdgc and='
honeft fame. ' And indeed hisletters re-
main a proof, that if he oourted: the pro-
per opportunities of raifing his name, he
loft none that might improve and en-
large his mind. As the Lord Treafurer
had married his aunt, we find him fre-
quent in his applications to that mini-
fter for fome place of credit and fervice
in the flatc. He profcﬂ'cs too, that hxs
vicws
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views on this hcad are as moderate, as
his aims another way are ambitious and
vaft; for that he had taken all philofo-
phy for his province, My Lord Bur-
Jeigh interefted himfelf fo far on his be-
half as to procure for him, againft vio-
lent oppofition, the officc of Regifter ta
the Star-Chamber, worth about 1600/,
a year: but it was only in reverfion,
and did not fall to him till near twenty
years afterwards, Neither did he ob-
tain any other preferment all this reign ;
tho his winning addrefs, his eloquence,
his large and fyftematical learning had
raifed him to the admiration of the
greateft men at court, He was particu-
larly efteemed and patronized by Robert
Devereux, the famaous and unfortunate
Earl of Effex ;s to whom he attached
himfelf in his younger years, and by
whofk intereft in the Queen he flartered,
himfelf with the profpect of bettering:
his condition. Elizabeth herfelf thew-
ed him feveral marks of diftin&ion, ad-
mitted him often to her prefence, and
C 4 even
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even confultcd him on thc flate of her
qﬁalrs as hcr mlmﬁcqs fp’m.ct‘l.m;s magl;
ufc of hxs pcn in the vmdlcatlon Qf her
govcrnmcnt. ‘And yet, nothtl}ﬁaqd
mg fhcrc fair appearances, he met with
no prcfcrmcnt from that Qgccn anfwcr-
ablé to the idea we have of his mcnr .ot
her dl['ccrnmcnt in the dlﬁnbunou of-

' fuours. Thxs deferves fomc cxplana-
non, as it wil dxﬁovcr ta us tl;.c tru,c
~rculus of thofl miniflers, who pxctcnd-,
ing to merit thcm(dvcs, axc icaloys of
it"in all othcr men: wt;o are. cqluauy
poor fpmtcd aud afpxruw.

THE wholc court was at this nmq
rént into faltions, headed op one ParE
by the Earl of Eﬁ,x, on the. othcr hz~
thie Cecils, father -and fon. Effex was
then in all the ﬁowcr of his youth, and
rq:markablc for thc vraccfulncfs of his
pcrfon. In his naturc bravc ambluous
popular And what is uncommon, ar.
o1¢e the favourite of the Sovereign and_
of thc Nauon. Fond of mx%;tary glory s

‘ o hbcral
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{iberal.ta profufion ; ‘devated entirely to
his fricnds, and-keeping no meafures
weith:his enemies; -of competent learn-
jing himfclf, -and a fignal benefattar to
Jearned.men. -One quality he-had, which
diftinguifhes -him -eminéntly from fuch
as.are perfonally beloved by Princes: in
the height of his favour he received the
admonitions, thie-remonftrances of his
friends with all gentlenefs; and was ever
maft patient of thetruth. But then he
wanted thofe arts which are moft necef-
fary in a courtier; and are indeed the
oaly.qualitics which the rabble of cour-
ticrs value themfelvesupon ; circumfpec-
tiop, cunning, affectation of fecrecy,
with a fervile obfequioufnefs to the hu-
mours of their fuperiors, and a mean but
émxious attention to their own intereft,
whethet at the expence of their patrons,
or of their country. A different tum
of mind gave ‘the Earl’s enemies grcat
advantages ‘againft him. They failed,

not to rcprefent to the Queen, on fe-

yeral occafions, that this young Lord,
' ' not
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not fatisfied with the diftin&ion of being
her favourite, preternided to be her maf:
ter; and prefcribed to her judgment on
affairs of ftate, with a haughtinefsill be-
coming the diftance betwixt a Sovereign,
and the Creaturc of her bounty. Such
infinuations, as they were partly true,
could not fail of making an impreflion
on Elizabeth, who was naturally high
fpirited, and infinitely jealous of her au-
thority. Tho fhe had a particular fond-
nefs for the Earl, fhe took occafion eve-
ry now and then to mortify his pride
by refufing to advance thofe friends of
his ' whom he recommended fog prefer-
ment. After his return from the expe-
dition to Cadiz, in which he had be-
haved himfelf with much gallantry, fhe
raifed his ecnemy, Sir Robert Cecil, ta

_ be Secretary of State; tho he had ear-

neftly folicited that poft for another.
He had often applied to her in behalf of:
Bacon, and asked for him, with all the
warmth of friendfhip, the place of So-
licitor General 5 but had been always re-.

" ‘ fuled,
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fufed. Ceci/, who mortally hated Effex,
and had entertained a fecret jealoufy of
Bacon, on account of his fuperior ta-
lents, reprefented the latter to the Queen
as a man of mere fpeculation;s as one
wholly given up to philofophical enqui-
ries, new indeed and amufing, but’ fan-
ciful and unfolid : and therefore more
likely to diftra her affairs than to ferve
her ufefully and with proper judgment.
Bacon however was this man’s coufin-
german; his father and the Lord Bur-
leigh having married two fifters: but
Ambition knows neither merit nor rela-
tion. This unworthy trcatment from
fo near a kinfman carried Bacon into
very free expoftulations on his courtly
artifices, as he endeavoured in feccret to
crufh the man whom yet he pretended
opcnly to ferve: and thefe repeated dif-
appointments funk {o deep into his {pi-
rit, that he was feveral ‘times on the
point of retiring for ever, and even of
hiding his grief and refentment in fome
forcigh country.  Effex, who could but

: - .. ' it
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iil brook the mortification of a denial,
finding himfclf unable to fexve his friend
in apublic way, would needs make up
the lofs to him out of his own private
Eorelsa-fortunc: and if we may belicve Buspel,
poit’p.1 he beffowed upon him about this time
Twitenbam-Park and its garden of Pa.
radife. Whether it was that or fome
other of ‘his lands, the donation was fa
very confiderable, that Bacon, as hini-
fclf acknowledges in his apology, fold
it afterwards, cven at an under price,
forno lcfs than cighteen hundred pounds,
A bounty fo noble, accompanied too,
as we know it was, withall thofe agree--
ablc diftin&tions that to a mind, deli-
cately fenfible, are more obliging than
the bounty it felf, muft kindle in the
breaft of a good man the moft ardent
fentiments of gratitude, and create an
inviolable attachment to fuch a benefac-
tor. * What then are we to think of Bz-
con, when we find him, after this no-
bleman’s unhappy fare, publithing to all
England a Declaration of the treafons
of.
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of Robert Earl of Effex ? This beha-
viour drew upon him a heavy and ge-
neral hatred at that times which was
not extinguithed even by his death, but
continues ftill, in the writings of more
than one hiftorian, an imputarion on his
mcmory"' As this tranfation is of #m-
portance to his moral charaer, 1 will
la) it before the reader as 1mpamally as
i can

ErL1zaBETH had raifed that young

Yord, throa feriesof honors, to be Earl’

Marfhal of England: and was every

day glvmg him new proofs of 2 particu- '

-lar and uncommon eftcem. This only
fcrvcd to cxafpcratc his encmies. They

were powcrful and clofcly united. But g
as thcy durft not attack him openly, they
had recourfc to dark and furet arts of -
vcngcancc, againft which his opennefs
oftcmpcr, unfufpc&mg and improvident, -

was o wxfc guarded. In truth, hisim-
pcnous humour which he could fel-

dom dxfguxfc axdcgl their dcﬁons ;. for it
often

29
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often breke forth into downright abufe
and fcorn of thofe who thwarted his pro-

je@ts, or diflented from his opinions:
and he once, in fome difputc with the

. Queen herfclf, turned his back abruptly

upog her with all the marks of difrefpeét
and contcmpt: Provoked at this info-
lence, Elizabeth, forgettitig her fex and
the dignity of her charatter, ftruck the
Earl a box on the ear: which he on his
part, ‘with a meannefs of paflion yet lefs
cxcufable in a man, rcfented fo highly
as to lay his hand on his fword, againft
a woman and his fovercign. No fub-
fcquent favours could wear this imagi-
nary affront out of his memory; tho fhe
pardoned him the infult that occafioned
it, and fent him fhortly after into Ire-
land, as her vicegerent, with a commif
fionalmoft unlimited. His conduét there
has not efcaped the cenfure of hiftorians,

who have rematked fevetely on the un-__

juftifiable treaty he made with the Arch-
rebel Tyrone, on the private conference

they held together, and on his precipitatg
gturn
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return to England, againft the Queen’s’
cxprefs orders.  This laft ill ftep he was
betrayed into, if wemay belicve Osborn, (h{e?};:f
by an artifice of Cecsf: who firft infla-p.4ss.
med Elizabeth’s fufpicions of the Earl,
and then ftopped all veflels that were to
{ail for Ireland except one which he or-
dered thither on purpofe with a feigned
report of her death. Farally deccived
by this intelligence, Effex failed away
inahurry for England, attended only
by a few of his friends. The Quecn re-
ccived him without any emotion cither
of anger or affe@ion, and having con-
fined him to his own houfe, ordered his
conduét to be examined in the ftar-cham-
ber. At this ufage  of him, however
gracious and moderate, the people,
whofe idol he was, loudly exclimed:
-and - their unfeafonable partiality, repre-
fented by his adverfaries as of dangerous
tendency to the ftate, kindled ancw the
Queen’s indignation againft him. Thus
that popularity he had fo eagerly court-
¢d, and fo muchdepended upon, ferved

: , now

’
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how only to haften forward his -deftruice

tion. He was fentenced by the councit:
to be removed from his place at that’
boards to be fufpended from his offices’
of Earl Marfhal and Mafter of the ord:

nance, and to be imprifoned during'the"
Queen’s pleafure. Having huimbled him
thus far, the ftopt fhort, forbidding his'-

~ fentence to be entered onrecord; andHtill -

contituing him Maftér of the Horfe:

She even gave him the full enjoymient *
of his liberty, upon his exprefling a per- -
fe&t refignation to her pleafure; but
withal advifed him to be his own keeper. -
His feeming repentance was of fhort! dus-

ration; for upon the Queen’srefufal’to >
gtant him the farm-of - {wett ‘wines
which he had very-imprudently-petition:"
ed: for, he returned: out: of thic'country, .
and again-abandoned - himéif vo-all the:*
impetuofity of his tempers- or fathick to !
the petnicious fuggeftiots'of this‘ fol- -
lowers. Indeed, the prefumption chat.”
haturally grows ‘out.-of fuccefsful:ambis"
tion,-and the intcrefted €ounfels of thofet

whofe
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whofe fortunes were involved with his,
feem to have entirely tufned his head:
for his actiops heneeforward were the
‘genuine effecs of frenzy and defpairs
In conjun&tion with his friends, of feve-
ral conditions, he meditated no lefs an
attempt than to feize on the palace, to
make himfelf mafter of the Quecn’s per-
fon, and to banith from about her all
thofe whom he reputed his enemics.
Never was confpiracy {0'ill laid, or con-
duéted witht fo little probability of fiiccefs,
The court was prefently alarmed; his
houfe invefted, himfclf and his friends
made priforters, without any refiftance
on his part; for tho he was embarqued
in a kirld of rebellion, he knew not
how to bearebel: The particulars of
his tryal are foreign to' my purpofe. It
was managed againft him by Sir Edward
Coke; the Attorney General, and by
Bacon as one of the Qucen’s council,
It ought not to be forgot that the former
treated this unfortunate Nobleman with Sme Teys
& ftrain of petulant dulnefs and feurrility 'z:';““
3 that
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that makes us ¢ontemn his talentasa

pleader, while we abhor the purpofe to
which he made it fubfervient. Bacon
wis moderate and decent. The crime
was proved by a cloud of witneffes: and
the unanimous fuffrage of his peers found
him guilty. After his fentence he ap-

-peared wholly indifferent to life or death

tho the Queen feemed fill irrefolute, or
rather enclining to fave him. He died
with the tendernefs of a penitent, and

-the firmnefs of a hero: tho the Marfhal

de Biron jefted on his deportment in that
laftfeeneof life, asfuiting rather amonk
than a foldier.

T HE untimely fate of this nobleman,
whe died on a fcaffold in the prime and
vigour of hisyears; excited univerfal pity,
and was murnmured againft by all condi-
tions of people. Their refletions on
the prevailing party at court, even on
the Queen her felf, were fo bold and in.
jurious, that the adminiftration thought

it neceffary to vindicate their condu in -

a
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i public appeal to the people.  This task g 2 de-
was affigned to Bacon, even then Inthe trea-
high efteem for his excellencies as & wri- E,,; ‘:,ffRf
ter. Some fay it was by his enemies l{“ Vels
ififidioufly impofed on him, to divert
the national refentment from themfelves
tipon a particular perfon, who was
known to have lived in fncndﬂup vith
Effex, and whom they intended to ruin
in the public efteem. If fuch was their
intention; they fucceeded but too welk
in it. Never man incurred more uni-
‘'verfal or more lafting cenfure than Bacon
by this writing. He was every wheré
traduced as one who endcavoured to
murder the good name of his benefactor;
- after the miniftry had deftroyed his per-
fon. His life was even threatened: and
he went in daily hazard of affaffination.
This obliged him to publifh, in his awn:
defence, the apology we find among his
writings: It is long and elaborate; but
hot, perhaps; in every part fatisfaltory.
Let usbelieve him on hisown teftimony, Ap,{%n
‘that he hadnever donc that Nobleman;"’;z;' |
P any o
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any ill offices with the Queen; tho fhe
herfelfhad, it feems, infinuated the con-
trary: that on the other hand he had al-
ways, during the time of their intimacy,
given him advice no lefs ufeful than fin-
cere; that he had wifhed, nay endea-
voured the Earl’s prefervation even at
laft, purely from affection to him, with-
out any regard to his own intereft in
that endeavour: let all this be allowed ;
fome blemith will ftill remain on his
chara&er. '

- EsseEx deferved the fate he under-

-went s but he had paid his debt tojuftice:

and the commonwealth had now nothing
to fear from any of his party. The de-
claration above mentioned could there-
fore be intended, only to flill the prefent
clamours of the multitude : and tho the

~matter of it might be truc, Bacon was

not the man who fhould have publithed
thofe truths. He had been long and

* highly indebted to the Earl’s friendfhip,
almoft beyond the example even of that

agc .
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age. In another man this proceeding:
might not have bcen blameable: in him

it cannot be excufed. Sir Henry el
‘werton, inthe next reign, ventured on the:
difpleafure both of the King and his mi-

nion, rather than do the miniftry of his
office, by pleading againft the Earl ofAul Co-
Somerfet, who had made him Solicitor3"#*%%
General. Had Bacon refufed that invi-

dious part, there were others, among

the herd of afpiring and officious Law-

yers, ready enough to have performed

it: and his very enemics muft have
thought more advantageoufly of him

for declining a task, in itfelf of no effen.

tial importance to the ftate, and in him
unjuft to friendfhip, obligation, grati-
tude, the moft facred regards among

men.

Er1zaBETH furvived her Favourite
about a year: and, if we may credit
Osborn, grief and remorfe for his fate Sors,
accompanied her to the grave®. Shep. 459

D died
® He is the firft author who mentions the ﬁory
of the ring,



38

THE LIFE OF THE LORD

died the twenty fourth of March 1603,
in the fulnefs of days and honour. Her
reign had been long and triumphant:
and fhe had thro the whele courfe of it
preferved, what fhe fo juftly merited,
ghe love and veneration of her people s

the trueft glory, the rareft felicity of a:

An 1603. Sovercign. She was fucceeded by Fames

~,

the Sixth of Scot/antd, upder whom Ba-

“ron afcended, by feveral fieps, ta the

higheft dignity of the law.

TH1s Prince, the moft unwarlike
that ever lived, was born in the midft of
civil commotlons, ata time when his
whole kingdom was torn into fadlions,
betwixt the party who had efpoufed the
interefts of his mother, and thofe who
had declared for him.  After he had ta-

" ken the adminiftration into his own

hands, he was hardly eyer his own maf-
ter; fuffering himfelf to be led impli-
citely by the cabal in whofe power he
then happened to be. The mo_mcnt he
thought Limfelf at liberty from cither,
JHOUE LHICE at ORIy lke

3
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like a boy efcaped from under the eye of
arigid preceptor, he forgot all his unea-
finefles, and abandoned himfelf to his
favourite amufements of hawking and
hunting, as if his kingdom had been in
the profoundeft tranquillity. He grew
‘up in an unaccountable fondnefs for fa-
vourites. The firft, who took decp
root with him, was likewife the worft;
net only encouraging him in a total in-
application to bufinefs, but tin&turing
his youth with the poifon of all debau-
chery. The name of this man was Stuart, M.tvirs
afterwards Earl of Arran; one who ’:’;ﬁ“‘ P
had great and dangerons vices, without
a fingle virtue, private or public, to at-
tone for them: an open fcoffer at the
obligations of morality, infolent, rapa-
cious, fanguinary s hated by, and hating,
allgood men. The honefter part of the
nobility often remonftrated againft the
credit and pernicious influence of this
Minion: Fames acknowlcdged the juf-
tice of their remonftrances; banithed
him feveral times from court; and feve-
D 4 ral
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ral times received him into new favqur,

He was at length fhot by a private hand
in rcvcngc fqr the death of the Earl of
Morton; to which he had bafcly con-
tribyted.

Mekil,
P. 200.

P-133.  JaMmEs hated the church of Scotland :
and conﬁrmcd its authonty Hc dccla-
red the attempt of thofe Lords who
had refcued hlm aut of thc hands of Ar-
ran and Lmnox to be 1uﬁ and fcr—

P 139 wccablc he’ aftcrwards banifhed thcm,

' and would havc conﬁfcatcd thcn' cftates,
on ‘that vcry account ‘When they had
madc thcmfclvcs mafters of his perfon a

F. 169- fccond time, he pronounccd them all

traltors, and pardoncd them. -

EleApErH who knew his genius
perfedtly, fent Mr. W'ottan on an c¢m-
bafly to him in 1 585. ‘Her intention
was to divert him from a marriage with
the Princefs of @mmark and to give
}us counfcls what other turn her mtcrcﬁs»
}mOht rcquuc The ambaﬂ‘ador aman

of
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of addres and intrigue, had, by long

hapitude, learnt to perfonate all charac-
ters, and te aflume, with an cafe that
fecmed altogether unaffeed, whatever
fhape might ferve moft cffeGually the

41

purpofes of his fuperiors. At the age of P. 161.

twenty-qne he had been employed to
found the intentions of the court of

France: and had well nigh duped the

famous Conftable de Moantmorency, a

minifter grown grey in the obfervation’

of human falfehood and artifice, To his
natural ralent he had now added the ex-
perience of thirty years more. By ac-
companying King fames in his {ports ;
by falling in frankly, and asit were na-
turally, withall hispaffions; by making
3 jeft of bufinefs; by entertaining him
pleafantly with an account of foreign
fathions and follies; this man gained an
abfolute afcendant not only over his un-
derftanding, put over his humour. His
moft faithful fubjeéts, who had ferved
him longeft and beft, who had even
. warned him againft the fubtleties of this
ftranger,
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ftranger, he received with approbation

P.164.  or diflike, juft as Wottom infpired him,
He was even brought by him to be feri-
oufly perfuaded that the King of Den-
mark was defcended from a race of met-
chants: and that an alliance with his
daughter was therefore infinitely beneath
a King of Scotiand's dignity.

An.i603. SucH was the Prince who now
= mounted that throne, which Elizabeth
had filled with fo great capacity and re-
putation. The union of thetwo crowns
in the petfon of one Sovereign, was ex-
tremely dreaded by foreigners, and in
particular by Henry the Fourth of France.
The acceflion ‘of a new kingdom to the
native force of England, which even 2
Jone had been long formidable on the
continent ; the alliance of Fames with
the moft potent monarch of the North ;
his relation to the houfe of Lorrain
which had lately embroiled all France,
readered fuch fears very probable. But

his condu& diflipated them for ever:
' and
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and all Europe quickly faw, that no peo-

ple but his own had any thing to appre-
hend from his power. At his arrival in
England, he beftowed titles and ho-
nours with fo wild a profufion, that
there hardly remained any other mark
of diftintion but that of having efcaped
them. The public ftood amazed: and #ilgw,
pafquinades were openly affixed, under-* 7
taking to aflit weaker memories to a
competent knowledge of the Nobility.

Sir Francis Bacon, whohad been early

in his homage, and application for fa-
vour, tothenew Sovereign, was knight-

ed by him in perfon: and has left us the
following picture of him, ftrongly touch-

ed in its moft obvious features. ¢ His Bacon,
« fpeech, fays he, is fwift and curforysmgex},
 .and in the full diale& of his country :
<« in marters of bufinefs, thort ; in gene-

“ ral difcourfe, large. He affeiteth po-

s pularity, by gracing fuchas he hath

“ heard to be popular; not by any fa-

“ fhions of his own. He is thought

“ fomewhat general in his favours: and

) “ his
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 his cafinefs - of accefs is rather becaufe
“ he is much abroad and in- a croud,
“ than that he giveth cafy audience.
“ He haftencth to a mixture of both
“ kingdoms and occafions fafter, per-
“ haps, than policy will well bear.”

IN 16054, Sit Francis Bacon recom-
mended himfelf to the King's particular
notice, as well as to the general efteem
of his cotemporarics, by publifhing a
work he had long meditated; The Pro-
grefs and Advancement of Learning.
The great aim of this treatile, no lefs
original in the defign than happy in the
cxecution, was to furvey accurately the
whole ftate and extent of the intelletual
world; what parts of it had been unfuc-
cefsfully cultivated; what lay ftill neg-
le&ed, or ynknown: and by what me-
thods thefe might be difcovered, and
thofe improved, to the farther advantage
of fociety and human nature. By expo-
fing the errors and imperfections of our
knowledge, he led mankind inte the

only
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only right way of reforming the one,

and fupplying the other: he taught

them to know their wants. He even

went farther, and himfelf pointed out

to them general methods of correttion

and improvement in the whole circle of

arts and fcicnces. This work he firft

publithed in Ezglsfb: but to render it of

more extenfive ufe, he recommended a

tranflation of it into Latinto Dr. Play- Teunifon's

JSer of Cambridge. Playfer, with the .,ac°;,' “25,

fcrupulous accuracy of a grammarian,

was more attentive to fafthion his ftile to

purity and roundnefs of periods, made

out of the phrafeology he had gleaned

from claffic writers, than to render his

author’s meaning in plain and mafculine

language. After the fightof a fpecimen

or two, Sir Francis did not encourage

himto proceed in it. He himfelf, after

his retirement, very much enlarged and

correéted the original, and with the af-

fitance of fome friends turned the

whole into Latin. This is the edition
L of
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of 16235 and ftands as the firft part to
his great Inftauration of the Sciences,

I nave already obferved that Cecs/,
now Earl of Salisbury, oppofed th¢
progrefs of our author’s fortune under
Elizabeth: and he feems to have ob:
ferved the fame conduét towards him in
the prefent reign, till he had fixed him-
felf in the King’s confidence fo firmly
as to beaboveall fear of a rival. Befides
him, Sir Francis Bacon found a violent
and lafting enemy in a man of his own
profeffion, Sit Edward Cake; who,

tions, px, With great parts, had many and fignal

failings. The quarrel betwixt them
feems to have been perfonal: and it laft-
ed to the end of their lives. Coke was
jealous of Bacow's reputation in many
parts of knowledge: by whom, again
he was envied for the high reputation he
had acquired in one; each aiming to be
admired, particularly for that in which
the other excelled. This affetation in
two extraordinary men has fomething

m .
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in it very mean, and is not uncommon.
The former was the greateft Lawyer of -
his time; but could be nothing more.
*If the latter was net fo, we can afcribe
it only to his aiming at a more exalted
charalter. The univerfality of his geni-
us could not be confined within one in-
ferior province of learning. If learn-
ing thus divided is not fo proper to raife
a fingular name in one way, it ferves
to enlarge the underftanding on every
fide, and to enlighten it in all its views.
As the name of Sir Edward Coke will
occur oftner than once in this hiftory,
and as he ftood in particular competi-
tion to Bacon, I beg leave to dwell a
little longer on his chara&er. In his
pleadings he was apt to infult over mi-
fery. Of this we have a deteftable in-
ftance in his behaviour to Sir WaltersateTry.
Raleigh. He inveighed againft that ;l‘;z';’l&{
brave man on his tryal with all the bit-
ternefs of cruelty, and in a flile of fuch
. abandoned railing as bordered almoft on
fury: 1 with I could not add, that this
) bitter-
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bitterriefs, this intemperance of tongue,
fcem to be the genuine effufions of his
heart *. He converfed it feems more
with books than men; and among the
latter, with thofe only to whom he
could diGtate and give the law. The
confequence of which was, that his con-
verfation had all the air of a letture;
and that he retailed for new, a hundred
flories that were either ftale or trivial.
He affe@ted raillery; which was by no
means his talent.  His wit was often ilt
aimed, as it was always indelicate and
vulgar; theroughhorfe-play of a pedant.
Tho he bad accumulated immenfe wealth,
in his profeflion and by feveral rich mar-
riages, he was of a fordid avarice; a
fevere mafter, a griping landlord. In
- ' profperity

The offices of Attorney and Solicitor-General

: been rocks upon which many afpiring' Law-
have made thipwreck of their virtae and hu-
nature. Some of thofe Gentlemen have ac-

it the bar as if they thought themfelves, by the

of their places, abfolved from all the obligations
ruth, honor, and decency. But their names
ipon record, and will be tranfmitted to after<
with thofe charaters of r:xroach and abhor<

e that are due fo the worft fort of murderers ;
: that murder under the fancion of juftice,
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profpcrity infolent; dcje&ted and fawn-
ing in adverfity: the fame poornefs of |
fpirit influencing his behaviour in both
conditions. Oné cxample of this may
ferve in place of feveral. Afrer his dif-
grace, he fubmiflively courted Bucking.
. ham's brother to a match with his daugh-
ter: in the height of his favour, he had
rejeted the fame propofal with fcorn.
His profound skill in the common law
Kas been univerfally allowed: and t6
this we cannot have i more unqueftio-
riable witnefs than Sir Francis Bacon;vol. IV;
oné cvery Way fit t0 judge, and an ene-P%
riy. He was raifed to be Chief Juftice
of the Common Pleas in 1606, and of
the King’s Bench in 1613. On the
Bench he was above corruption: and
had this faying ftequently in his mouth,
that a Judge fhould neither give nor
take 4 bribe. In the cafe of Pedcham, Bees
in the bufinefs of Commendams, he bc-l‘f:ttl“' ]
haved himfelf with the honefty and “
firmnefs of one who knew that 4 Judge
ought ncither to be flattered nor me:

B naced
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naced out of his integrity. Towards
the latter part of his life, he ftruck in-
with the country party in parliament,
and ftood in the breach againt the arbi-
trary meafures of fames and Charles.
He died in the reign of the latter, aged. -
86 years.

A T length Sit Francis Bacos obtain- -
An. 1607.ed the place he had fo long expetted:
and in 1607 wasdeclared Solicitor-Gene-
ral. ‘This preferment was the effe& of
many letters and much inftance on his
part, to the Earl of Salisbury, the Lord
Chancellor Egerton, and the King him- -
flf. Neither do I find that he was ever
promoted to any poft without repeated
and carneft application to minifters and
favourites: a refletion that may ferve,,
.at once to mortify, and inftru®t, an am- .
bitious man of parts.

JAaMEs had, from the beginning of
his reign, paflionately defired an, union
of Scotlandand England: buthisunrea.

fohable
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fonale partiality to the former, reckop-
ing it as ancqual half of theifland, reg-
dered the defign abortive. Tho Sjr
Francis Bacon laboured this argumen,
with all the arts of wit and reafon, hjs
.clognence, powerful as it was, had no
£ffed on the houfe of Commons. The
Parliament even fhewed nfclf av;xfc to
this union, in proportion as the Cgu_rt

appeated zealous for jt. The new Sove-

reign’s conduét had alarmed them. They

faw, that, with aftrang dnfpoﬁtxon to
be profufe, he was abfolutely in thc
.power of favourites: and that fome pf
the leaft valuable among his fuch&s were
‘moft in his favour. They faw ﬁirthcr,
that he began already to propagate max-
ims of government deftruttive to liber-
ty, and inconfiftent with the whole tenor
.of the con.(tltunon Thefe things filled
‘obferving men with apprehenfions f?:
the future, which uphappily were but
_too well founded. The whole fm, of
his politics, both now and aftetwards,

,ugas. todiftafte and alicnatc lus fubyc&sgt
. E 32 home,;

"
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home; to difhonour both himfelf and
them abroad. It was a reign of embaf-
fies and negociations, alike fruitlefs and
expenfive : a reign of favourites and pro-
clamations, of idle amufements and ar-
bitrary impofitions. It was befides the
great era of flattery. The ancient natio-
nal fimplicity of manners which ever ac-
companies magnanimity, and manly
freedom of fpeech the noble effe&t of
both, were now in a great meafure loft ;
altered and effeminated into proftitute
adulation 'and fervile homage. This
was become ‘the fathionable language
among the Clergy as well as Laity;
and Famesheard himfelf daily addreffed
to, by the titles of facred and divine :
titles which difcover the meannefs rather

 than the dignity of human nature; and

which, applied to him, were glaringly
ridiculous. He had not one princely
quality. The arts of governing a king-
domin peacehie either did not, or would
not underftand: and his horror of war
was conftitutional and unconquerable.

It
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It may therefore feem unaccountable
that a King of this temper fhould treat
his parliaments with more haughti
than any of his predeceflors had ever
~ done. But he had been told that Eng-
Jand was neither to be exhaufted nor pro-
voked: and his a&ions fhewed that he
believed fo, according to the lctter.
The truth is, that as pufillanimity will
talk bigger on fome occafions than true
valor on any; he meant to make himfelf
formidable to his people, that they might
-not difcover how much he was afraid of
them.

T Ho he did not fucceed in the union
of the Kingdoms, he found his Judges,
-in an affair of a fimilar kind, morc
complaifant than the great Council of
the nation had been: I mean the natura-
lization of all Scotfmen born fince his
acceflion to the throne of England. Thig
was adjudged by Sit Edward Coke in g o6 ihe
the great cafe of Calvin; asit had been 1“’;/;«[:":.
~argued at large before all the Judges by p. 185,
E 3 Sic
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8it Francis Bacon. The affair is now
fo longer of importance to either King-
dom: but one affertion of our author,
©h that occafion, oughtnotto be forgat.
He roundly affirths, that monarchies do
ot fubfitt like other governments, by @
precedent law; and that {ubmiffion to
theém is groanded upon nature.

An 1610. IN 1610 hepublithed another treatife,
" entitled, OFfthe Wifdom of the Ancjents,
This Work bears the famc ftamp of an
original and inventive genius with his o-

ther performances. Refolving not to

tread in the fteps of thofe who had gone

before him, men, according to his own
‘expreflion, not learned beyond certain
‘common places; he ftrikes out a new

tratt for himfelf, and enters into the

inoft fecret receffes of this wild and fha-

‘dowy region; fo @s to appear few ona
known ‘and beaten fubjed. Upon sthe
‘Whole, if we ‘canhot bty ‘ourfetves
rcadxly to pelicire ‘that there is all Jthc
yhyf‘rcal mioral, ‘and political meaning

) veiled
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veiled under thofe fables of antiquity,
which he has difcovered in them, we muft
own that it required no common .pene-
.tration to be miftaken with fo great an
appearance of probability on his fide.
Tho it ftill remains doubtful whether
the Ancients were fo knowing as he at-
tempts to thew they were, the variety
and depth of his own knowledge are,
in that very attempt, unqueftionable.

‘1

HosaRT being advanced to the place an. 1613.
D

of Chief juftice of the Common Pleas,
Sir Francis Bacon fuccceded him as At-
torney General in 1613 5 about three
months after the death of his kinfman
and enemy the Lgrd Treafurer Salif
bury: aminifter fertile in expedients for

_fupplying his mafter’'s wants, and well.

- acquainted with the temper of England ;
& man of dexterity, craft, and iatrigue,
xather than a great man. The office
that Bacon now entered upon was of
exorbitant profit for thatage. He owns,
in onc of his letters to the King, that it

E 4 was
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was worth to him 6ooo /. ayear: and
his employment of Regifter to the Star-
Chamber, which I mentioned above,
now brought himin 1600 /. ayear more.
By what farality was it that fo extraor-
dinary a man did not add to his other
virtues that of a reafonable oeconomy
Had he donc fo, it had preferved him
from one tranfcendent fault: and the
other blemifhes on his moral name had
been loft in the brightnefs of his intellec-
rual qualities. But he was remarkably
fubje& to the fame weakne(s that fo
much .difhonoured his mafter. His de-
pendants had him wholly in their power,
and fquandcred his fortuneaway, fhame-
fully and without meafure, 1In a private
family, ‘this begot diforder, neceflity,
corruption: and all England beheld,

“from the fame management in admini-

ftring the public, the fame effets; only
more felt and fatal, as they were uni-
yerfal, S |

Ir



CHANCELLOR BACON. 57

IT was nothowevertill theyear 1611
that Fames abandoned himfelf to one
fole favourite. Abgut that time was
brought to cqurt Rebert Car a Scot(inan,

. then in the firft bloom of his youth, and
of djftinguithed beauty ; by which he at
once engaged the King's attgntion, and
inalittle while engroffed all his affec.
tion. Ashe was wholly illiterate, Fames
himfelf would nceds be his preceptor .
and it muft haye been a fcene altogether
new and ridiculous, to fee the Sovereign
of three kingdoms daily inftru&ting, in
the firft elements of grammar, the Man
who was fhortly afterto govern thofe

_kingdoms. In his baunty to this ftrip-
ling, he obferved no other meafure but
that of his paflion, which was as extreme
as it feemed unaccountable. Car, in
four or five years of favour, from a mere
adventurer was raifed to be Earl of §o- Truth
merfet : and amafled an enormous eftate m‘_‘h‘"

of ninetcen thoufand pounds a year in > %

land ; befides plate, money, and jewels

to the amount of two hundred thoufand

pounds
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pounds more. And-herel camnot omit
taking notice, that the foundations of
this minion’s greatnefs were laid in the
ruin of another fubje&t; of onc whode-
fcrved, and would have met with very
different treatment from a fovereign, to
whom eminent public vertués had not
been formidable, and therefore hateful.
1 mean Sir Walter Ralesgh, thena pri-
foner in the Tower. Him the King
robbed of his lands, by a thameful arti-
fice of the law; to beftow them on Car,
who, by accepting, thewed how little
he merited, this bounty *: and whofe
name would fcarce have found a placein
hiftory, had it not been for hisvices; for
An. 1612. his {candalous amour with the Counte(s
of Effex; for procuring her to be di-
vorced

® When the Lady -Ralsigh and her.children on
their knees implored the Kipg’s compaflion, they
could get no other anfwer from him, but that he
mun ba the land, he mun ba it.for,€ar. But let
it be -remembred .too, that Prince Henry, whohad
all the amiable quakities his father wanted, neyer
Jeft folicitingchim, till he had obtaissd the manor
of Sherhorne, with .an intention to reftore it to
Raleigh its juft owner : tho by his untimely death
this gopd intention did not take effect. 1. life,
?- 164,165.

-
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yorced from her husband, and for com.
bining with her to poifon his friend,
who had diffiiaded him from thae ill ftep.
The fate of Sir Thomas Overbury; the
dark and dreadful fcenc of guilt that
ufhered it in; and the part thofe two
great criminals atted in that tragedy, are
recounted by all hiftorians. Tho the
horrible tranfattion lay yet wrapt up in
darknefs, and was not difcovered till
two years after, remorfe and the up~
braidings of confcience purfued Somer/fez
every where. Thro all the fplendor of
fortune and favour, the trouble of his
mind was vifible ‘in his countenance, in
his whole deportment. He grew by
degrees to negle his perfon and drefs.
His fprightlinefs of temper left him : and
his converfation, from being gay and en-
tertaining, was become cold, ferious,
-and gloomy. This alteration in him was
-quickly followed by a change in the
King's affetions; which had no deeper
-or more folid foundation than thefe ex-
‘ternal and flight-accomplifhments. The

Courticrs,

79

Cokey
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Courtiers, whom envy and intereft ren-
der extremely fharp-fighted, quickly dif-
covered this change, and improved it.
An.1615. Luckily for their defigns, there now ap-
v~ peared at court another young man, fit-
ted by naturc to draw the curiofity of
Fames, and to fupplant the.Earl of So-
merfet in his favour. This was the fa-
wilfm, mous George Villiers, thc younger fon
P79 of agood family in Leicefterfbire; aftcr-
vards Duke of Buckingham. As the
furprizing clevation of this youth had a
particular influence on the future for-
tuncs, and cven on the fall, of Sir
Francis Bacon, his charaGter will de.
fcrve a place at large in this hiftory,

Hi1s mother, who could not give
him a fortune, beftowed on him fuch
an education as might enable him to ac-
quire one, efpecially in a court like this.
The advantages he owed to nature, fuch
asa handfome face, abody exaétly pro-
portioned, an cafc and gracefulne(s in
his motions, fhe had taken car¢ to im.

: prove
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ptove with that elegance of manners,
that artificial politenefs, and skill of ex-
celling in trifles, which are the laft fi-
nithings of a French education. In a
word, he was juft returned from his tra-
vels, and accomplifhed in all thofe agree-
able and frivolous arts, which were a
certain recommendation to the favour
of Fames. The Eatls of Pembroke

‘and Bedford, with fome other Lords

who were fecret enemics to Somerfet, af-
ter drefling out this youth with a fudied
exa&tnefs, placed him to advantage in
the King’s eye, at a comedy. That
monarch was immediately {fmitten with
his face, air, and appearance; which
yet he endeavoured for fome time to con-
ceal. Nay he carried this diffimulation
fo far, that he would needs be folicited
by the Queen to receive Villjers into his
bofom: imagining the world would be
thus deceived into a belief that he rather
followed her advice, in this matter, than
his own inclination. Such wasthe King-
eraft on which he fo highly valued him-

S felf,

61
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felf. The Queen was not cafily prevail-
ed with to take thisftep; of which the

wartbforcfaw all the confequences. At laft,

of 1!6

Welden,

P 8.

*" however, fhe yiclded to the Archbithop’s

importunity ; telling him at the fame
time, that thofe who laboured moft to
promotc Filliers might be the firft to
feel his ingratitude. Upon this he was
immediately knighted, and declared Gen-
tleman of the Bedchamber: the herd of
Courtiers rivalling each other in their
offers of friendfhip and fervice to him.
Some of them even defcended to under-
take hisquarrels, and brave fuch as werg
flill in Semerfet’s intereft.

A MmoNgG thofe who courted the rifing
favourite, nonc was more zcalous thant

.Sir Francis Bacon; as none was able to

fervé him more nably, or more ufeful-
ly. . Villiers had at thistime fenfe enough
to feel his inexperience in bufinefs, and

therefore had recourfe to our Author

for his.advice: which he gave him fully

in:a letter, @ill extantamong his works;
written



CHANCELLOR BAECON. 63

written with fo fuperior a judgment and gﬁfﬂ’m.
fo much honeft freedom, that it doesp. 564.
honour equally to his head and heart..

He has ranged his thoughts under feven:

or cight principal topics of confideration,

and entered irto an accurate detail of
what a minifter ought to kntow and prae-

" tife. In another letter to him, he has
thefe remarkable words: “ It is now

“ tirhe that you fhould refer your aétions

* chiefly to the good of your Sovereign,

“ and your Coutitry, It is the life of 2

“ beaft always to eat, and never to exers

“ cife. Inthis dedication of your felf

“ to the public, I recommend te you

& principally that which I think wasne-

“ ver done fince I wasborn, and which,

“ not done, hath bred almoft a wilder-

“ nefs and folitude in the King’s fervice:

¢ whitch is, that you countenance, and

& encourage, and advance able and vir

* tuous men in all kinds, degrees, and

% profeflions.” This excellent advice

the Favourite received with thankfulnefss

aid negledted.

Tno



64

THE LIFE OF THE LORP

A . . . . 9 ]
a.1616. Tyo shic Kings paffion was now

Wilfen,
p 8.

wholly diverted upon a new obje&; he:
fill affc@ed to treat Somerfet with kind-
nefs and diftin&ion : even after the dif
covery of his being an accomplice in
poifoning Sir Thomas Owerbury had
rendered this diflimulation not only
mean but criminal.  Yet he continued it
{0 the lat, embracing with fondnefs the
man whom he had fecretly ordered to be
arrcfteds and entreating him to haften his
return, when he belicved he fhould never
(cehimmore. In fuchtrifieshe wasfond
to exert his talent of political manage-
ment. The Earl's unhappy paffion for
the young Countefs of Effex was the
fource of all his misfortunes, and drew
after it the moft terrible confequences:
ending, ‘as 1 have already obferved, in
the murder of his friend s in the ruin of
himfelf, and .of her to whom he had
¢reacheroufly facrificed that friend.  The
whole affair is difplayed at full length in
our Author’s charges againft thofe two
prime agents in that infernal confpiracy«

" They
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They were both found guilty, fentericed Mﬁ)’ 34s
to dic, and afterwards pardoned by theg Sut,.r,
King, notwithftanding his folemn im: ‘1""°1

33
precations to the contrary; on hxmfclf 348, v
and his pofterity.

CERTAIN hiftorians have femarked,
that there was fomething; in the be:
haviour of Somerfet before his tryal,
fingular and myfterious: and that his
mafter likewife feemed to labeur under 2
fecret anxiety of mind, equally furprifz
ing: The Earl; they pretend, faid aloud
in the tower; that the King durft not
bring him toa tryal. Others reject this
account as a downright calumny, invents
ed metely to fix a blackand cruel impu»
tation on that Prinec’s memeory ; or affirm
at leaft that it was founded only in popular
rumour and malicious conje&ure; But
that there was more in it than conje@ture;
may be proved by undoubted authority
by fome original letters of Sir Francis
Bacen, then Artorney-General, and pars
sicularly employed in this very affair.

F Thofs
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Thofe letters have, I think, cfcaped the

~ obfervation of all ‘our writers: I fhall

Bacon,

Vol. IV,

Lett. 133.

therefore quote from them fuch paffages
as may {crve to throw fome light on this
dark tranfaltion, tho not enough perhaps
to difcover the darker motives that in-
fluenced the King's and the Earl's be-
“haviour in it.

- JaMEs himfelf fele@ted certain per
fons to cxaminc Somerfet with all fo
crecy, and marked out to them the par
ticular articles on which they were to
wterrogate him. They had withal or-
ders to wack upon his obftinate temper
by ¢very method of perfuafion and verror:
£o give him now hopes of the King's com.
pafliont and mercy; and now to affure
him that the evidence was full to convit

-him, {o as there neoded neither confef

Vol. 1v. ‘fion nor fupply of examination. Bacew,

Lett. 136.

who was. aise of them, adds that they
found-his deportment fober and modeft,
differing apparently from other times.
Ia anethot letter he has thefe remarkable

: words :
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Words: « That fame little chiarm which
“ may be fetretly infufed into Somerfet’s

- ear fome houts before his tryal was
“ excellently well thought of by his

% Majefty: only I could wifh it a little

“ .enlarged; for if it be no mote but to

“ fpare his blood, he hath a kind of

% proud hamour that may overwork the

“ medicine.” All this was to be done

with much caution and privacy; for the

very Setjedants, appointed to manage part

of the tiyal, were not yet in the fecret

how the King would have it carried on :

and therefore Bacon, to cover from them

What he knew of the matter; defired thae

. fome general heads of dire@tion might be
fent to themall.  From henee it appeats

.that Fanmies fhewed an extreme folicitude
. about the Earl’s behaviour, and the event
of this affair. - To what can it be attri:

buted? His affetion for Somerfet wis

extinguifhied: and he lay under the ftrong-
- eft obligations of public honour and juf
tice riot to fcreen, from the cenfure of
‘the law, a man whof€ guilt was of the

F2 moft

67
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moft crying enormity. The Earl's ftand-
ing mute, or denying that guilt, efpeci-
ally as the proofs of it were frong and
pregnant, could bring no poflible im-

. putation on hisname. 'Why then all this

dark pra@tice? all thefe artifices of the
perfons who examined him, only to make
him fubmit to be tried, and to keep him
in due temper during histryal? There is
ftillmore. Fames ordered his Attorney-
General to forecaft and put in writing
cvery poflible cafe with regard to the
tryal, and accompany them with his own
opinion on each; that no furprize might
happen, but that things duly forefeen
might have their dire&tions and remedies
in readines. Accordingly Sir Francis
Bacon fent a writing of that purport,
on which there are feveral obfervations
in the King’s own hand. 1 will only
quote one paffage fromit: “ All thefe
“ points of mercy and favour to Somer-
“ fét are to be underftood with this li-
“ mitation; if he do not, by his con-
“ temptuous and infolent carriage at

- - “ the
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“ the Bar, make himfelf incapable and
“ unworthy of them.” The King's re-
mark in the margin isin thefe words:
“ That danger is well to be forefeen,
“ left he upon the one part commit un-

¢ pardonable errorss and I on theother .

“ part feem to punith him in the {pirit
“-of revenge.” Somerfet was not to be

tried for any offence againtt the King ; -
but for the barbarous murder of apri-°

vate man and his friend. What then
means the contemptuous carriage that is
fo much apprechended? What are the
unpardonable errors it may lead him to
commit? If he refleGted on a mafter, to
whom he had been fo much obliged,
only for giving him up to a fair and equal
tryal, to a tryal by many circumftances
rendered inevitable; that would, in the

opinion of all mankind, only aggravate"

his crime, and .furnith a new motive to
that mafter for letting the fentence of

juftice pafs upon him in all its rigor.
After thefe particulars, 1 may venture to-

mention a fa&t related by Sir Anthony
F3 Weldon,

69
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Weldon, wha fays that when the liey-
tenant of the Tower, Sir Gearge More,
came and told the Earl, he muft preparé
for his tryal on the morrqow, he abfo-
lutely refufed to appear unlefs they drag-
ged him to it by violence; adding, that
the King durft not bring him to tryal.
Attonifhed at fuch rafh and dangerous
cxpreflions, the Licutenant, tho it was
then midnight, went and demanded an
audience of the King, ta inform him Qf_'
what had paffed. }/aﬂ_m‘, upon hearing
his ftory, burft into a paflion of tears,
and intr¢ated More to ufe his utmoﬁ
skill upon his prifoner and foothe him;
by whatever means, in€o proper termipex
and fubmiffion. This Mare undertaok
to do, and by a ﬁxatagcm cffeCed it.
Feldon affirms he' had this ftory from
the Licutenant’s own mouth : and tha
heis a partial writer, and mdulges hif-
felf in 3 humour of licentious fGandal,
the authentic vouchers T have produged
render his aneccdote. mot imprabable.
Othcr cxrcumﬁanccs mcntwncdby thofe
C who
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who have profefledly written of this

rcign, I therefore omit : and fhall only

add, that thereis in the Cabala a letter

to King Fames, from Somerfet after his Catala,
condemnation, of a very peculiar turn. B %04 &
He defires that his cftate may be conti- '
nued to himintire, ina file rather of ex-
poftulation and demand than of humi-

lity and fupplication: and thro theaffed-

«d obfcurity of fome cxpreflions, one

may difcover, that there was an impoe-

tant fecret in his keeping, of which the

King dreaded a difcovery. The iffue

was, that Femes comtinued to him a
penfion of four thonfand pounds a year,

as long as he lived.

Prince Henry died in the year
2612, univeefally lsmented. His excel-
lent qualities. had endeared him ta the
love and expeations of all England.
Germanicus was not more the darling
of the Romaen peoplc: and the untime-

" Iy death of both thofe Princes was uni-
verfally belicved to have been procured
F 4 by
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by poifon. He had exprefled, on alj
occafions, an abhorrence of minions,
and an utter contempt of Somerfet: he
had even declared a firm refolution, to
humble both him and the family into
which he was allied, if cver he came to

-reign. Whether theunaccountable tranf-

action I have been relating bas any re-
ference to the death of this amiable
Prince, or whether it does not point ra-
ther to an affajr of a very différent na-
gure, the rcader is left to determin. -

VILLIERS, now without'a rival in
the King's affe&ions, was every day re:
ceiving new proofs of his bounty; at
the fame time that he more than fhared
with him the exercife of his authority,
In the courfe of a few years he was made
Gentleman of the Bed-chamber, Mafter
of the Horfe, Knight of the Garter, Ear],
Mirquis and Duke of Buckingham,
Chicf Juftice in Eyre of all the Forefls,
and Lord High Admiral of Emgland.
One of thofe prodxgncs of fortunc, who

- nife
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rifc now and then upon the world, as
the Mgu imagine of comets, at once
to aftonith and fcourge it: a fignal in-
ftance of the wantonnefs of fovereign
power, and how far it may infult human
kind in exalting and adorning what it
fhould negle& or contemn. He drew
pp after him an obfcure kindred, nume-
rous and indigent, beftowed on them
places of truft and profit, married them
into the nobleft families, and graced
them all with dignities, which were to
be fupported at the common expence . of
a whole people; to whom if any onc
of them was merely harmlefs, it wis
his uémoft praife. After having read,

not only what the enemies of this favou-
rite have faid againft him, but all that his
partizans have alledged on his behalf,1do
not find, during:the whole time of his
influence -under two reigns, an influence
fopreme and unbounded, that he ever pro.
je&ed one {cheme for the benefit of his
country, or ever executed onc under-
taking tq irs honour : the only great
I * Criterion

73
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Crirerion by which we ought o judge
thofe men that adminifier. the public.
The breaking off the Spangh match ac
laft was folely a facrifice to bis own va-
pity and refentment. On. the caprice
of this youth, however, .the ftft and
ableft men in the kingdom wexe to de-
pend entirely, for their accefs.at court,
for their advancement, for any opper-
tunity of being able to ferve their coun-
try and their Sowercign. Sir Framcis
Bacom was fenfible of this, and courted
his friendfhip with a particutar applica.
tion. But he maft have fele all the fer
vitude¢ and difagreeablenefs of his fiua-
tion, when, to be well with the King,
he found it neceffary to.turn Stoward to
the eftate newly beftowed on this young
man; to fludy the ways and means. of
woproving his lands, and: of rendering,
bis places moft profitable to him. It is
truc he found his acceuns in this ferviges
as it proved the fureft means of his own
preferment : but, t0.a great and worthy

mind, prcfcrmcnt fo meandy obtaiped is
difgrace,
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dnfgracc anly a little dlfguxfed and gxld
¢d over.
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TuE Lord ;hau;cllor Egerton, bro-Catala,
ken with age and jnfirmitics, had often?*'%;’

pctltxoncd the King-to be difmiffed from
lus laborious cmploymcnt He was
now fevcgty foven years old, and had

prefided in'the court of Chancery from.
the year 1 596 with an unblemifhed rc- :

putaupn asa )nge in nvatc cafes: but
his public conduét had been always fram—
‘ed to the duc&xons of the court with an
Qbfcquxouﬁld’s “of dangeraus cxample
in on¢, whoheld fa great and i important
a'truft. To. th:shlghdxgmty Sir Brancis
Bacan ynm:]y afpired: and as it was
the utmioft fcope of his ambition, he had
aimed, all his <ndeavaursin the King's
fervice to mecit it at his hands. He
took care, at the fame time, to ﬁrcngtlv
en his pretcnﬁons by the credit of Buck.
ingham. His ambition even made him
defcerid to artifices, that arcas commorr
in courts, asthcy arc mean and unwar-
’ o rantablc,
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rantable. He endcavoured to ruin in

the King’s good opinion fuch men as the

voice of the public might probably de-

fign to the fame office, and whom he
therefore confidered as his rivals. He

was particularly jealous of Sit Edward

Vol.IV. Coke, and reprefented him as one who
Lt 124 2bounded in his own fenfe; one who
affeCted popularity, and likely to court

the good will of the nation at the hazard

of the prerogative. For himfelf,” he

placed his great-merit in obedience and
fubmiffion; in the intereft he had a-

mong the Commons, and in being able-

to influence the lower Houfe of Parlia-

ment: a fervice which he magnifies as

more important in a Chancellor, than

__ to judge in cquity between party and
Z:Z?Irlf'party. This opinion of his own popu.
Jiam. p. Jarity in the nation was not groundlefs.
' The Parliament that met-in 1614, tho
extremely out of humoyr with the mi-
nifters in general, diftinguifhed him by

an uncommon mark of favour and
copfidencg. An objetion having been

' ftarted
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ftarted in the houfe of Commons, thata
feat there was incompatible with the
officc of Attorney-General, which re-
quired his frequent attendance in the
upper houfe: the Commons, from their
particular regard for Sit Francis Bacon,
and for that time only, over-ruled the
objetion ; and he was accordingly al-
lowed to take his place among them.
If I obferve further, that the King raifed
him to the dignity of a Privy Counfel-
lor while he was flill in this very office,
it will be inftead of many inftances to
fhew, with what an addrefsful prudence
he fteered his courfe betwixt the court
and the nation. He was thus favoured
by a Prince, who exafted from all his
fervants an implicit fubmiffion to hig
maxims of government: He gave no
umbrage to a parliament whom thefe
maxims had rendered jealous of the
Prince, and of almoft every man in his
favour. But to return.

THESsE

77.
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An. 161y, THESE iffinuations had their defired

Vol. 1V.
Leteer
166.

cffe@. Upon the Chancellor’s volun-
tary refignation of the feals, they were
given to Sir Francis Bacon, with thé
title of Lord Keeper, on the feventh
of March 1617. 'To what intereft he
more particularly owed this promotion
we mdy learn from his letter of acknow-
ledgment, written that very day, to the
Earl of Buckingham.

A rew days after he had the feals de:
livered to him, the King went aprogrefs
into Scotland, carrying with him the

Favourite, who was likewife his prime

Minifter : for to him alt bufinefs, pub-
lic.or private; was addrefled; 4nd ac:

- cording to his fancy, for the moft part

detetmined. The great affair thit em-

_ployed the deliberations of his couinfel

about tiis time, and had a fatal influenice
on his condu& evet after; ‘was thé mar-
riage of Prince Charles with the Infahta
of Spain. In this refolution, tho con-
traty to all the rules of good policy, he

petfifted
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petfifted for feven years together; a-
gain@t his own intereft, againft the umi-
werfal voiceof his people: only to pro-
cure the imaginary henour of an alliance
‘wirth a crowsed head 3 for all other alli-
-ances he theaght-below his dignity.  Sit

79

Frameis Bacon who {aw thro the vamty Baceh

dnd danger of this intention, bue who . lm 17¢

wanted refolution to be greatly honeft,
«contented himfelf with infinuating foftly,
that it would be ficeeffary to have the
«council unanimous in their fuffrage on
the occafion, whasever might be their

'private fentiments. This hint was not
fufficiént to open the King’s eyes.  On

the -contraty, he run bindfold into the
fnarc that Guedamor was {preading for
him. That famous Statefrivan;, as much
by ‘his buffoenerics as by his talent for
jntrigue, had gained ah abfolute afoen-
dant.over Fames, leading him on frorh
-error toerror: till in the end he made
thimd factifice his corfcience to the Pope,

and his honour to the refentments of

“Philip, in the murder of his bravef! fub-
. et

l. 1V,
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je& Sir Walter Raleighs thelafttesror of
Spain, and the only furviving favourite

of Queen Elizabeth. The Dutch too

madc advantage of the King's weaknefs
and neceflitics. Asthe cautionary towns
were ftill in the hands of the Englif, the
States were under fome apprchenfions
that the Spanmsb Miniftry might prevail
upon Fames, who could not poflibly con-
ceal his fondnefs for the match in treaty,
to put thofe important places into their
power. They knew at the fame time
that his treafury was exhaufted, and that
his courtiers were infatiable. To brin

their purpofe about, they cecafed all as
once to pay the Englih who garrifoned
thofe places, as by their treaties they
were obliged to do. Complaint being.

‘made of this to the Duzch Envoy at

London, he infinuated, as from himfelf;
to fome of the Minifters, that if King
James would defire it of the Statess
they, out of confideration for him
would take up money at exorbitant in-
tereft, and in one payment difcharge the

whole
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Whole debt duc to the crown of Eng-
land. Thisttratagem took cifed. - Fames
wrote to the States: and the matter was
immediately put into negotiation: The
penfionary Bemmevelt, whom they fene
over, candudted the affair with fo much
addrefs, that the King agreed to deliver
up the cautionary towns for le(s than
three millions of florins; in lieu of eight
- millians they bad engaged to pay Eliza-
beth, befides the intereft that had been
rynning an for eight¢en years. Suchare
the events of this reign; fit only to de-
prefs the writer, and diftate the reader.

Durinathe King's dhfence in Seoz-

Jand there happened an affair, otherwife

of {mall importance but 3s it lets us
into the true genius of thofe times, and
ferves to thew in what miferable fubjece
tion the Favaurite held all thofe who
were in public employments. He wag
upon. the point of mining Sir Francis
Bacen, the petfon he had juft contribut-

ed 1o raifes not for any ertor or negli-

G gence

8t
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gence in their Mafter’s fervice, but mere-
ly for an opinion given in a thing that
only tegarded his own family. Tndeed
fuch was the levity, fuch the infolence
of his power, that the capricious removal
of men from their places became -tire
prime diftin&ion of his. thirteen years -
favour: which, as Bithop Hacket ob- -

liams, part ferves, was like a fweeping flood, that at -

2. P l9¢

every fpring-tide takes from one land, to .
caft what it has taken upon another.
The affair was this. The year before,
my Lord Coke had been removed from
his place of Chief-Juftice and difgraced :
The Court having found him, in feveral
inftances, no'friend to arbitrary will and
pleafure, or to the prerogative, as it wag -
calleds but réfolutely bent to maintain
the integrity and: honour of his poft.
Onc Peacham had been: accufed of in- -
ferting in a- fermon feveral paffages ac-
counted treafonable, for: it feems they -
refleéted on the miniftrys butina fermon
never preached, nor ever intended to be
made public.- The King, who was be- -

s ‘ : yond
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yond meafure jealous on this head, fear-
ing the man might either be acquitted
on his tryal, or«not condemned to a ca-
pital punithment, had ordered his Attor-
ney-General Bacon to found the Judges) o IV*
before-hand, and gather their opinions,1iz
fecretly and apart. My Lord Coke ob-
ftinately refufed to declare hiss looking
on this auricular taking of opinions, for
fo he named it, as not according to the
cuftoms of the- realm, but new and of
pernicious tendency. “Abeut the fame
time he¢ had determined a caufe at com-
mon law. The plaintiff, who thought Bacon,
himfelf injured, would not abide by his Yol I Iv.
decifion, but.applied to Chancery foriss, 1424
relief: where the defendant refufed to
appear, difclaiming the authority of that
courts in which he was fupported by
the Chief-Juftice, who threatened the
Chancellor with a premunire, ground-
ed on a facute made 27th Ed, III for
thus invading the limits of his jurifdic-
tion. The King, who thought his pre-
rogatxvc ftruck at anew in this attack on

- Ga the
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the court of hisabfolute power, as Bacom
ftiles it, ‘had the matter examined before
the Council : who condemnedthe-Chief-
Juftice for what hehad done, and obliged
him to make a fubmiffion on his knees.
But what compleated the diftafte taken at
him, was his behaviour in a caufe of the
Bithop of Litchfield and Goventry, to
whom the King had granted a vacant
church 28 Commendam. Serjeant Chi-
borne, who was council againtt the Bithop,

45145 in arguing the cafe had maintained feve-

ral pofitions, reckoned prejudicial and
derogatory to the King’s fupreme and
imperial power, which was affirmed to
 bediftin& from, and of a higher nature
" than his ordinary authority. Informed
of this, Fames, by his Attorncy Gene-
ral Bacen, ordered the Judges to flay.
further proceedings in that bufine, «il
they had confulted .with him. The
Judges affembled, and unanimoufly a-

. greed, that they could not obey this or-

der ; thavthe letter they had received was
eontrary to law ; ‘that, by their.oath and
v the
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the duty of their places, they were not
to delay Juftice; that they had therefore
proceeded in the caufe at the time fixed:
and of this they eertified the Kingin a
writing under all their hands. Upon
this remonftrance, he writ them an an-
gry letter, and peremptorily commanded
them to flay all proceedings, till his re-
turn to Londen. They were then fum-
moned before the Council, and fharply
reprimanded  for fuffcring the popular
Jawyers to quefion his preragative ;
which was reprefeated as facred and
sran{cendent, not to be handled or men-

-tioned in vulgar argument. At laft raif-

Ing his voice, to frighten them into fub.
-miffion, he put this queftion to them
foverally: “ if, at any time, in a cafe
§ depending before the Judges, he con-
“ geived it to ¢oncern him cither in pro-

“ fit or power, and thereupon required .

“ to confult with them, and that they
“ fhonld flay proceedings in the mean
“ time; whether they ought not to flay
- ¥ them accordingly ¥ They all, the
G3 Chicf
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Chief Juftice only excepted,, acknow-
ledged it their duty to do fo. His an-
fwer deferves tobe for ever remembred :
* That when fuch a cafe happened, he
“ would do that which fhould be fit for
% a Judge to do.” : :

YET this great Lawyer, who had the
honeft courage to refift the King to his
face, wanted that independance of mind
which alone enables a man to bear foli-
tude, and an acquaintance with himfelf,
His difgrace, which -réfleéted more ho-
nour on him than all his preferments, he
knew not how to fupport : and therefore
foonr after fued to be reinftated in the
King’s favour. To recover it, he mean-
ly enough courted the Favourite with
an offer, which he would not hear of
when it was formerly -made to him.
While in power, he had refufed to -give
his daughterin marriage to Sir Fobn Vil-
Jiers, not without marks of difrefpec.
He now fubmiflively entreated the fame

perfon to honour him with hisalliance:
' + and
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and employed Secretary #inwoodto in-
form the Earl of Buckingham of his
-extreme concern for what had pafled
with regard to the Earl’s brother; that
he now paffionately withed the treaty
might. be renewed and -accomplifhed :
‘adding that they fhould make their own
terms of fettlement, if his propofal was
accepted. As the young lady was not
only a celebrated beauty, but a great
fortune, the perfon moft interefted madc
no difficulty to clofe with this propofal :
and his mother recommended it to her
fecond fon with warmth.. This alarm-
ed the Lord-Keeper Bacon.  Ever ica-
lous of. Coke's reputation, and at odds
-with him, he dreaded his ‘alliance w1th
fo powerful a family. His imagination
fuggefted to him all' the' danger thae
threatned his prefent and fiiture forturies
from thisunion: and he cotild not for-
get that he had lately treated his anta- Lettersso,
gonift-with afrecdom that rather infulred™® ““***
than admonithed him. Thefe appre-
hcnﬁons made him_caft about how to
G 4 dcfcat—
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dcfeat the intended match, by naifing
fuch objections toit as might touch the
King and his Favourite in poins of public
honour and advapgage. His letters ta
both, onthat occafion, are \written 'wuh
the perplexity of & man who fedrs forne-
thing he is-uhwilling td own 3 -which yet
his prudence paffes over with o {ceming
unconcern, to cnlargc only upon con-
fidcrations.that regard thofe’ whom hc
would be thought to fcrvc But ths

management proved mcﬁ'c‘tual. It was .

refented by the Earl of Bwlwgbal,
and checked by a rough anfwer from the
King, ThcLady C'mpton too, inform-
cd of the part he wasating, gavea looft
to her tonguc, and railed at him 'mtha
bitternefs natuul to women \vhcn thcy
arc thwarted in. any favoumc purfuu of
intcreft or paﬂion Havug thu:, tﬁ
prevent a diftant and uncertain dangcr,
involved himfelf in one that was ru(
and immediate, he made no. fcruple to
change fi des at once: to go‘dm:&by 8-
gainft hxs formcr opxmon, and to offer

unastd
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unasked his intgrelt in the ycnmg Lady’s Lemf
Mother for” promoting the mateh, he'’
jiad juft been. labouring to difappoint,
-On fach trivial accidents do the fortunes
-pf miniftets depend: and to fuch little
-and fhameful artsis ambition often ob-
diged to ftoop, Nor even thus did he
pmfcntly regain his credit ‘with Buck-
iugbam. The family continued to load
-him with r.eptoadhcsc and he remained
long under that agosy of heart which an
. afpiring man muft fee}, when his power
and dignity arc at the mercy of a King’s
minion, young, and giddy with his cle-
yation, and who thinks himfclf offend-
ed. They were however reconciled at
faft5° and their feiendthip, if obfequiouf
tiefd in one to6 all the humours of the
‘other defetves the name of friendthip,
contifnued without interruption for fome
yedrs: while Buckingham went on daily
1o place and -difplace the great officets of
the Crown,as wantonnefs of fancy, or an-
ger, orinteteft led him to recommend or
difcountenance every private pcrfon who

had
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had x fuit depending in any eoure, juft as
he wasinfluenced; toauthorize and pro-
tekt every .illegal projet, that could
ferve moft fpecdily, to enrich himfelf or
his kindred. In a. word, he became for-
midable even to the mafter who :had

.raifed him ; from- the duft, and who
fhould haye ftill awed: him by his autho-
rity : and this amidft the diffipation of
a life, given up to .idle amufements, oc
fullyed with criminal pleafures.

An.1619, INthebeginningof 1619, Sit Framtis
\“—~v~ Bacon wascreated Lord th,h Chancelior
of England and ihortly after Baron of
Verulams; which titie he exchanged, the

year following, for that of Vifcount S¢.
_Alban Such eventsin his lifc as thele

may be pafled over flightly: he was fo

great a man, that external honours could

add no luftre to his name. Indeed had

they been the immediate reward of thoﬁ:
‘nobler fervices he had done, and was fill
meditating to do his country, they might

deferve more particular notice, for the

fakc of Him who beftowed them.
NEITHER
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‘NEITHER the weight and variety of
buafinefs, ‘tior the pomps of a Court,
- ‘could divert his attention from the ftudy
of philofophy. Thofe were.his avoca-
tions and. encumbranees : this was his
beloved - employment, and almoft the
only pleafure in which he indulged his
freer and berter hours. He.gave to the
public in 1620 his Novsm Qrganon, asAn. 16:o.
a fecond ‘part to his grand Inftauration of
the Sciences: a work that for twelve
years together he had been methodizing,
altering, polithing ; till he had laboured
the whole into a feries of aphorifms, as
it now.appears. - Of alt his writings this
feems to have undergone the ftricteft re-
vifion, and to befinifhed with the fevereft
judgment. Indeed the form into which
it is caftadinits of nothing foreign, of no-
thing mercly ornamental. Thelightsand
cmbellifhments of imagidation, the grace
and harmony of flile, are rejeGted here, as
beautics either fuperfluous, or of an in-
" ferior nature. The Author has befides
made ufe of feveral terms ina new and
peculiar

’
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peculiar fenfe, which may have difcoura.
ged fome readers; as it has made others
imagine them equally unintelligiblic:with
the horrors of a vacuum, the quigddities,
and fubftaatial forms, of the philofophy
which he attempted 10 difercdie ; and
thercfore, of all his writings:it has been
the leaft read, or undectftood. * It was in-
tended as a more uftful, a more extenfive
Logic than the world had yet been ac-
quainted with. An aet pot converfant a-
bout fyllogi(ims,and modes of argumenta-
tion, that may be ferviceable fometimes in
arranging truths already known, ar in.de-

-tecting fallacies that lie concealed among
. our own peafanings and thofe of other

mcen: but an art inventive of arts; pro-
dudtive of new diftoveries, real, impoi-
tant, and of general ufe to Human life,

“This he propofed, by turning our atten

tion from notionsto things 3 féom thofg
fubtle and frivolous fpeculations thatdaz-
zle, not enlighten, the uridérftanding, to a
fober and fenfible inveftigation of the laws
and powers of nature, in 2 way becoming

fages.
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fages who maketruthand information the
fol¢ aim of their enquirics, In otder to
this, his fieft endeavour was to weed out of
the mind fuch errors as naturally grow in
it, or have been planted there by educa-
tion, and cherifhed by theinfluence of men
whofe writings had long claimed a right
- of prefcription to ryle and miflead man-
kind. To 3 mind thus prepared for
inftruttion, he propofes the fecond and
{cientifical part of his fcheme, the true
method of interpreting nature, by fakt
and obfervation; by found and genuine
Induition, widely differing from that
pucrile art which till then had folely

prevailed in philofophy. His requires g
fufficient, an accurate colle@tion of in-:

ftances, gathered with fagacity and re-.
corded with impartial plinnefs, on
both fides of . the queftion : from which,,
after viewing them in all poffible lights,
to be fure that no contradi®ory inftances
can be brought, fome portion of ufeful
tryth, leading on to further difcoveries,
may be at laft Rirly deduced. Ig shis
S way,

/
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way, experiments and reafonings grow’
up together, ro fupport and illuftrate cach
other mutually, in every part of {Cience.

An.1621. AsS we are now approaching towirds

“v~’the moft memorable event of our Au-
thor’s public life, which ended in a me~
lancholy reverfe of his fortune and ho-
nour, it will be neceflary to trace, ftep by
ftep, the caufes that produced it: efpe-’
cially as the affair has not been hitherto
confidercd in the point of view that ren-
ders it moft- interefting and inftru&ive.
It will, I believe, appear with evidence,
that, whatever his crimes might be, he
was facrificed to the fafety of another,
far more criminal than himfelf: and
that this was the a& of an ill-judging
mafter, with whom it was'a greater merit
to be amufing in any degree, than to be
fcrvxccablc in the greateft. -

AMoONG the weaknefles of King
Fames, his vanity was the moft perni-
cious, to his own farmly, and to the

. nation
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natienin general. - He placed an infinite

valié on certain chimerical advantagcs .
that met in'his peifon s on that inherent -
right by which he pretended the crown
of England was devolved to him; on

his 16ng acquaintance’ with the, pnmc

myficries of government, and on his |
uncommon accomplithments in learning. :

His favourite maxim was, that he who

knows not how todiffemble, knows not
how to reign: but he feems not to have
heard of a fecond maxim, without which

the firft cannot be fuccefsful, even for a

time; to' conceal every appearance of
cunning; and to deccive under the guife

of candor and good faith. He, onthe
contrary, fhewed his whole game at
once, to hisown fubje&ts and to forcxgn-
ers alike: fo that in his attempts upon’
the former, in his negociations with the

lareer, this Solomon was theonly dupe.

A ‘gréat fhar¢ of learning he certainly
had, but of learning thata ng ought
notto'be acquainted withs the very re-
fufcof the fchoels,- which ferved for lit-

tle
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tle clfc but to furnifh him with .an im-
pertinent fluency, on every fubjeét; 3nd
he indulged himfelf in the fovercign pe-
dantfy of fetting it to thew; on eveiy
oceafion. On all thefe heads, he way
extolled withoyt meafure by the moft
peftilent’of flattcrers, graveand revetend
Ecclefiaftics: for which, and becaufe
they encouraged him in an unprineely
application of his talent; he, on many
occafions, made his power the mean ia-

ftrument to gratify their paflions and luft

of domipign. . They, in return, found
out for him a title antecedent and fupe-
cior to human laws; . ¢ven a divineright
of being weak ar. widked, without ¢ons
troul. And: this do&rine,. horrible as
itis, they dared to.derive from fcripture s
where if it could be fourid, - which to af:
firm wete blafphemy, it weuld be the -

~ trigmph , of infidclity, and. dentonftya-

tign that thofe:facred : writings, were.
mfpxxcql, net by God, .t by fowe Be- -
ing, his oppefitc and the enamy of all

gopdncfs. Thisdadsine, mnazwh?
' g8
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his own perverted habits of thinking;
made King Fames look upon his f{ub-
jects as flavess upon his parliaments as
ufurpers of a power to which they had
no right, or at beft a precarious one:
and he had now, for feven years toge-
ther, affeted to govern without themj
to fet up an intereft feparate from that

-of his people, and to fupply his wants
. by all ways and means, but fuch as the

97

conftitution prefcribed. Thefe methods Hacke;

were fuggefted to him by the worft ene-
mies of the commonwealthi; the tribe
of proje&tors and monopolifts: mif
creants who fheltered themfelves under
the name and influence of Buckingham,
and who repaid his prote@ion exttava-
gantly, at the expence of a people whom
they were grinding and devouring: His
mother too, now created a Counte(§ in
her own right, a woman born for mif.
chicf, of a meddling fpirit and infatiably
greedy, was deep in the guilt of thefe
tranfa@ions; forwardiiig evety bad pro-
ject that brought her in money; and,

H .. by
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by the mighty power fhe had over her fon,
fucceeding in every fcandalousjob fhe un-
dertook. Under an adminiftration like
this,when Englandwasin effeét governed
by a diffolute youth, himfelf in the hands
ofan intriguing, rapacious woman, it can-
not be furprizing that the people werevex-
ed and plundered by illegal patents, by
monopolics, by other mifchievous pro-
jeéts, calculated to enrich a few, and to
ruin thoufands. To all thefe patents,
however procured, the Chancellor had
readily, almoft implicitly, affixed the feal,
as the mere creature of Buckingham. Or
If he ever ventured to infinuate that any
of them were contrary to law, his remon-
ftrance wastoofearful and unfupported to
produce any effeét. Thisis the great ftain
on his charalter; that he deferted, or neg-
le&ted, the poft of honour where provi-
dence had placed him, on the frontier, if
Imay fo fpeak, betwixt Prerogativeand Li-
berty : that, if hedid not encourage, heat
Icaft connived at, the invafions that were
every day making into the latter. Yet

this
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this was againft his inclination, as well
as againft his better fenfe of things: for
s he knew well that his Mafter’s true
ihtereftlay in 2 good underftanding with
his people, he had often advifed him to
call frequent parlidments; and to throw
himfelf on the affe@tions of the natiori
for the fupport of hisgovernment. Tho
fuch advice was repugnant td alf the
maxims by which that monarch wifhed

to eftablith hispower; tho he Had fefolv-

ed to lay parliaments afidé for eVer; as
daring encroachers upon his prerogative,
who made themfelves greater and their
prince lefs than became either: yet he
was now prevailed upon, to meet the
two houfes once more. Indeed the exi-
gency of his affairs rendered it neceffary;
His fubjeds, it is true, were harafled
and pillaged; but he was ftill in extreme
want of money: thofe wretches, to
whom he delegated his authority, leav-
mg to him little eie befides the public
hatred, occafioned by their rapinescom-
mitted in his name. Add to this, tha¢

H 2 the_
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the junéture appeared favourable for ob-
taining large fupplies from the commons.
As the whole body of the nation. expref-
fed an uncommon zeal for recovering
the Palatinate to his unfortunate Son-in-
law, he had reafon to exped, that on
the affurance of his cntering heartily into
a war, they would vote him confi dcra--*.__
ble aids of money s which he might af’ .
terwards divert, as he a&ually did, to
other purpofes that better {uited his ge-
nius and notions.

A PARLIAMENT was accordingly
fummoned : and it met on the 20th of
Fanuary, 1621. The King was not

‘wholly miftaken in his conjecture; for

the Commons immediately voted him
two entire fubfidies: but went at the
fame time upon a fri¢t enquiry into
thofe arbitrary impofitions that, in a pe-
riod of feven years, were bccome infup-
portable to the people. Amon° the
monopolics, in particular, there were
three of flagrant injuftice and oppreflion.

Certain
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Certain perfons had obtained patents

from the King, which empowered them -

tofetan annual fine on fuch as kept inns,
or alchoufes, throughout England.
Without a licence from the patentees,
noman could hold either: and whoever
would not readily pay the fum, at which
thofe low inftruments of power thought
fit to excife him, was fure of being ha-
rafled and plundered, or thrown into a
jail. This proved a fruitful fourcc of
vexations, and fell heavy on the poorer

fort. The third was yet more enormous; -

a patent for the fole making and vending

of gold and filver lace, which had been.

granted to two infamous tools of the
favourite, Mompe(fon and Michel; the
Dudley and Empfom of that age. The
firft a man of fortune, whofe fole am-
bition was to make himfelf canfidered,
tho but by his crimes: the other an ob-
feure Juftice of the peace, who, ina
remote quarter . of the town, picked up
a fordid maintenance from the ftews.
Thcy had, it fcems, thamefully abufed

H3 the
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the power their exclufive patent gave
them, by putting off, for trug, great

-quantijtics of counterfeit lace, wrought

upand embafed with copper, or other
materials of a poifonous maturc: and
whoever prcfumcd to makeor f{cll any

ﬂuhf, p-other was' cruelly punithed, by fine and

imprifonment. In thefe outrages they
were the more daring, becaufe Sir Ed-
ward. Villiers, half-brother to the Fa-
vourite, was affociated into their patent,
thonot named in'i 1t. Thcfc, with many
other gricvances, were laid open in par-
Jiament, and feverely cenfured. But
the Commons dxd not ftop here. They
were for carrying their fwch up to the
prime caufe of all gncvanccs, in order
to difcover by whofe mﬂucncc the feve-
ral patcnts had. becn procurcd and how
they had paffed the feals. Complaints
were brought into the houfe, about'ih_c
fame time, of corrupt praitices even in
the High Court of Equity.  This alarm-
¢d the King for his Chanccllor, and flill
more for his Minion: as private inti-

’ matxons
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mations had been fent to Buckingham,
of a fevere fcrutiny that was making in-
to all his management, and of frequent
meectings that were held, with great fe- Casala,
crecy, by certain members of the lower Letter 2.
houfe; in order to fix on him the guilt
of whatever was moft unjuftifiable and
oppreflive.  Buckingham's creatures,
anxious and alarmed at this intelligence,
perfiaded him, that he could fecure im-
punity to himfelf and them, only by
‘bringing his Mafter forthwith to diffolve
the parliament: and fames had certain-
ly been frightened into that rath and ha-
zardous ftep, but for the {ober remon-
ftrances of Williams Dean of Weftmin
Seer. That politic courtier advifed him
to cancel at once, by proclamation, all
monopolies and vexatious grants; to fa-
crifice inferior criminals to the public
refentment: and to foothe the parlia-
ment with an affurance that this refor-
mation was firft propofed by his favou-
rite, on finding how much he had been
abufed by defigning and knavifh projec-
H 4 tors,
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tors. This counfel the King refolved
to follow: but it did not wholly free
him from the perplexity he was under.
The Chancellor, whem his intereft led
him to preferve, was openly accufed of
corruption: the Favourite, whom- his
tendernefs could not refign, was: fecret-
ly, and therefore more danoerouﬂy at-
tacked s as the encourager, if not the
author, of whatever was deemed moft
illegal and oppreflive. To fave both,
at this jucture, would be impoflible:
and he found he muft cither part-with
the Obje& of his inclinations, or with
the Oracle of his counfels. How fuch
a prince would determine, is cafy to
guefs. His paﬁion brcVaﬂcd over his
ijcafon and 'my Lord S§t. Alban was
made the fcape-goat of Buckingham.
Hc was even obliged to abandon his de-
fcncc As he had gained univerfal efteem
by his lcarmn s and as his cloqucncc
was equal to his parts, fuperior and com-
mandmg, the King would not hazard
h;s appearing before the: Lords to plcaq
Y » ‘ " . his
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his own caufe. In the courfc of fuch
an enquiry, he might have diverted the
public odium from himfelf, by laying
open the long feries of bad adminiftra-
tion to which he had been privy; the
many illegal patents he had been com-
pelled to pafs: and all this came full
home to Buckingham, the great objett
of national vengeance. The faults too,
‘imputed to himfelf, he might have ex-
‘tenuated fo far asto procure a great mi-
- tigation of ‘the cenfure, that muft other- -
wife fall upon him in its utmoft rjgour.
All this he forefaw and felt; but the
'ng abfolutely commanded him not to
be prefent at his tryal: promifing, on
*his royal word, to fcreen him in the laft
“determination ; “or if that. could not be,
to reward him afterwards with ample re-
“tribution of proté&ion and favour. He
“obeyed, a‘rid Wa$ unhdone.

. ON the twelfth of March, a com-g,, Try-

“mittee for infpe@ing into the abufes ofals, VoLl

'thc courts ‘of Juftice was appointed by o>
the
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the Commons. Some days after, Sic
Robert Philips, a gentleman eminent
for public (pirit and humanity, reported
from thence to the houfe, that com-

. plaints had been brought. before them,

by two perfons, againft the Lord Chan-
cellor, for briberyand corruption. This
report he made, not only without bit-
ternefs, but in terms of great regard
and tendcrnefs for the Accufed ; moving
that the bufinefs might be prefented to
the Peers, fingly and without exaggera-
tion. At a conference, on the nine-
teenth, between certain members of
both houfes, the Lords agreed to take
the matter into their fpeedy confidera-
tion. As foon as this affair was become
the public talk, a new croud of accufers
appeared, and charged home the unhap-

Py Chancellor with other and flagrant

inftances of bribery; fuch perfons efpe.
cially as had courted him with prefents,
and afterwards reccived a verdi&t unfa-
vourable to their expe@ations: animated
more by that difappointment, than by

the
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the iniquiry of his decifions; for it does R
not appear that any of his decrees were Coll \si t
ever reverfed. He was all this while
confined to his hoyfe by an indifpofi-
tion, real or pretended: but, if his
body ‘was in health, what muft have
been the condition of his mind, in this
interval of fufpenfe and anxicty? a great
mind, already felf-convi&ted, yet exqui-
fitely fenfible togood fame, which it has
long enjoyed, and is upon the point of
Jofing for ever. Hisrefle@ions, whether
he looked back on the paft, or forward
to the profpett before him, muft have
been terrible : as they were at the fame
time inflamed by peculiar circumftances
of fhame and confufion; that he was
now, at the age of fixty-one, falling a
viétim to the rapine and infolence of his
domeftics, which he had weakly con-
nived at, rathexthan to any faulss of his
aQwn.

ON the twenty-fixth of March, the
King came to the haoufe of Peers; and,
in
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in expreflions of fludied  popularity,
owned the errors of his government,
exclaimed againft the patents complain- -
ed of, frankly gave up to juftice the lef .'
fer criminals concerned in them: and all -
this for the fake of his Favoutite, whom
in the end he endeavoured to fcreen by
the pooreft reafons imaginable. Indeed,
no good reafons could be alledged in
defence of Him, who was the greateft
criminal3 and without whofe concur-
rence the Wretches in queftion could *
not have béen guilty. The Lords were

~ not impofed upon by this fpeech: how-

ever, thinking it fufficient to have re.
duced their fovereign: to” the neceflity
of an apology,they feigned to be of his
opinion. Thus, Buckingham efcaped’
forthe prefent; toaccumulate new guilt,
and to fall at laft, ignobly, by a private

~ hand: after he had been devoted, by the-

curfcs of a whole people, and more fo-
lemnly ftill by the denunciations of their
reprefentatives. After a rece(s of three
weeks, the houft met again: but the

' weight




" "CHANCELLOR BACON.
weight of their indignation fell fingly,
and therefore without mercy, on the
Changellor. They were not fatisfied with
his letter of general confeflion, tho de-
livered to them by the Prince of Waless
~ in which he renounced all juftification of
. himfelf, and fued for no other favour,
~ “ butthat his penitent fubmiflion might
“ be his fentence, and the lofs of the
“ feals his punithment.” He was ob-
liged to put in a particular anfwer to
every point of his accufation: which he
did on the firft of May, 1621; acknow-

ledging, in the moftexplicite words, the

corruption charged upon him in twenty
eight feveral articles, and throwing his
caufe entirely on the compaffion of his
Judgcs His fentence was, “ to under-

¢ go a fine of forty thoufand pounds;

¢ to be imprifoned in the Tower during
“ the King’s pleafures to be for ever un-
“ capable of any office, place, or em-
“ _ployment in the commonwealth; and
“ never to fit again in parliament, or

« come within the verge of the court.”
Thus

xo§
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Thus he loft the great privilege of his

peerage;; a feverity unufual cxceptin cafes
of treafon and attainder.

T HE laftarticle of his charge furnithes
miatter for much refletion. It alledges;
¢ that he had given way to great exac~
“ tions in his fervants, both in refpett
“ of private feals, and otherwife for
“ fealing injunCions.” This indulgence
to his domeftics, which was certainly ex-
treme; has been generally, and Ebelieve
truly, reckoned the principal caufe of
thofe irregularities that drew on his dif-
grace. Liberal in his own temper, of
rathet profufe beyond the condition of
aman who means to preferve his inte-
grity, he allowed his family in every
kind of extravaganec: and as many of
his retinue were young, diffipated, gid-
dy in the purfuit of pleafure, they (quan-
dered without meafure, where they were
indulged without controul *. Whether

he

" % One day, during ‘his tryal, as he was pafling
thro a roomx where evcra} of his domeftics were

fitting. 5
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he did not difcover this error till itwas

too late, or whether a foul like his, loft
in the greatnefs and immenfity of its
“own views, could not attend to that de-
tail of little and difagreeable particulars
which yet oeconomy requires; however
that was, to fupport his otdinary train
of living, he fell into corruption him-
felf, and connived at it in his dependents.
Thus we behold him, a memorable ex-
ample of all thatis great and exalted, of
all that is little and low, inman. Such
inconfiftencies in our human nature can-
not but alarm and terrify even thofe
who are moft confirmed in a habit of
virtue.

AFTER afhort confinement in the
Tower, the King reftored him to his
liberty, and forgave the fine in which
the Parliament had amerced him. As
this fine was very confiderable, he ma-
naged fo as to have it affigned over to

fome

fitting; upon their getting: up to falute kim,. Sit
dowwy Matfters, he cried ; your rife hath been
oy Gll,
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fome of his friends, under-the notion of
being his creditors: And wefind Wi/
liams, his fucceflor in the feals, com-
plaining heavily of this ftratagem;. as if
he thereby intended to defraud .thofe

- perfons to whom he was really in debrt,

Bacon

Vol. IV.

Letter
291.

Cabala,
P- 249.

who were many and in danger of bexng
ruined by his fall. ButIam mclmcdkt.o _
hope, that he made ufe of this artifice -
with a more innocent view; namely,
to procure himfelf a fhort refpite from
their importunity, till he could fettle
his private affairs, extremely perplexed
by former ill management, and new by
the lofs of his employments rendered
defperatc. That I may not be obliged
to mention any more an affair, alike
ungrateful to the reader and writer, I
will obferye here; that about threc years

after this, he petitioned King Fames for

a total remiffion of hiscenfure: “ tothe
“ end that this blot of ignominy might
“ be removed from him, and from his
“ memory with pofterity.” Whatlayin
a King’s power, Fames readily granted,

‘ & .
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& full aid entire pardon of his whole
fontence . - Poftetity likewif¢, to which
he appealed, has fcemed unwilling to
remember that he ever offended: and
thofe whe record his ﬁnlmgs ‘like thoft
whe have made obfcrvauons on the fpots
i the fon, neither pretend to diminith
his real brightnefs in himfelf, nor deny
his umverfal influence on the world ‘of
learning. - Thus he withdrew from the
glare of a’ pubhc flarion’ into the fhade Bugers
of retirementt and fudious keifure s ofteri o dp 3
lamenting, that mbition and fal(e glory
had fo long diverted him from the nobleft- = *
as well as the moft ufeful employments
of a reafonable being:. mortified, no
doubt, intothefe fentimenits by 4 fevere
eenv:éhoﬁ i his own ‘perfon, of the
inftability and cmptine(s of alt human
grandeur

. HETHERTO, We have followed him
th{o the bhﬂle nd obhqmty of bufinefs.

1 A We

® Accordingly he was fammoried te the firﬁ
Paclisment of King Charles.
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We fhall find him henceforth in a nore
pleafing, tho a lefs confpicuous, fitua-
tion :- frecd from the fervitude of a
courts. from an intolerable attendance
there, on the vices and follies of men
" every way his inferiors, (for in this reign
no -one could rife to power on more
honourable terms:) in a condition now
-to purfue the native bent of his genius;
to live to himf{clf, and for the advantage,
not of onc age, or onc people only, but
- of all mankind, and all times to come.

An1622. THE firft confiderable work he en:
“v— gaged in, afterhis retirement, was the
hiftory of Henry VII., which he under-
took at the defire of King Fames, and
publifhed in the year 1622. 'Whatever
fome writers may have infinuated of his
melancholy and dejetion, we find every
where, in this performance, evident
traces of a {pirit unbroken by age, and
unfubdued by misfortunes. It -has been
highly applauded, and as much con-
demned : a proof that it has more than
<t ' common:
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tommon mcrit. And wc may venture
to affirm that whatever its faults are,
they arife from no want of vigour in the
underftanding, or of warmth in thejma:
gination, of the writcr. King Fames

‘affefted to confider his great grandfather

Flenry as a perfe@ modél for the imita-
tion of other Monarchs: and as his was
the reign of flattery, this quickly grew
to be the prevalent and fafhionable opi-
nion at Court: Tho in truth, that
Prince’scharacter was, inevery part of it,
unamiable ; and his condu&, on many

occafions; weak or wicked. If my Lotd

Bacom has not wholly efcaped the infec-
tion of his age; if he has here and there
attempted to brighten the imperfe&ions,
and throw in fhades the bad featurcs of
the original he was drawing; yet, thro
thefe foftenings, we can cafily fec this
King as he wis, and in all his genuine
deformity. Sufpicion and avarice, his
own hiftorian acknowlcdges, were the
chief ingtedientsin his compofition : and
thcrcfarc his politics, both at home and

e Iz abroad,
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abroad, were narrow, fclfith, and falfes
Void of all great and extenfive prudence,
he endeavoured to fupply that want by
temporary fhifts, and the little expedients
of cunning. By thefe he commonly
had the luck to extricate himfelf out of
difficulties, which a wifer man would
have timely forefeen, and a better man
have whally prevented. But as his ge-
nius was unfociable and folitary, the
darkne(s in his temper pafied on man-
kind for depth and fagacity in his under
ftanding. His . avarice too was fordid
and fhamelefs. Nothing fcemed mean,
nothing unjuft in his eyes, that could
fill his coffers: and merely to fill them,
for of wealth he had no enjoyment, he
defcended to arts of rapineno lefs {can.
dalous than they were oppreflive.

I nAvVE acknowledged that my Lord
Bacow's Hiftory has been taxed of par-
tiality, and I will not diffemble that his
ftile has been obje&ted te, as fyll of af
fe@tation, full of falfe elaquence. But
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that was the vice, not of the man, but
of the tithes he lived in: and particular-
ly of a court that, after the Seovereign’s
example, delighted in the tinfel of wit
and writing, in the poor ingenuity of
punning and quibbling,

- His Eflays have, of all his works,
been moft cutrent, and are flill very juftly
efteeméd. Towards the clofe of his
life he greatly ¢nlarged them both in
number and weight 3 and publithed them
anew, not enly in Englih, but in a
more univer(al language, which; he
imagined, may preferve them as long as
books thall laft. As they are intended
not to amufe but inftruét; as they are
nicithera fatire on human nature, nor
the fchoo] of fcepticifms Monficur de
VPoltaire obferves, that they have been (<75
Iefs popular than the Maxims of Roche- gloi p-
foucanlt, or the Effays of Montagne.
A remark that does my Lotd Bacon ho-
nptrs who wastoo great a Man to court
a reputation from the multicude, by fa-
' Ij crificing
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crificing to that malignity, or indulging
that curious extravagance, which tog
many rcaders, I am afraid, expedt to
find gratificd, even in Wntmos of 2 mo-
ral kind.

OF the other works which he com-
pofed in this laft fcene of his life, I for-
bear to make any mention here: they,
will be all cpumerated in another place.
Let me only obferve, that nothing can
givc a more exalted idea of the fruitful-
nefs and vigour of his genius than the
nuymber and naturc of thofe writings.
Under the difcouragement of a public
cepfure, broken jn his health, broken
inhisfortuncs, he enjoycd his retircment
not aboye five years: a little portion of

time! yet he found mecans to croud in-

to it, what might have been the wholg
bufinefs, and the glory too, ofa long

~ gnd fortunate life.  Somc of his former

picces he methodized and enriched ; fc— ’
veral new ones he compofed, no lefs

COnﬁdcrablc for the ‘n'catncfs and vancty
" of
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of the arguments he treated, than for his

manner of treating them. - Neor arethey -
works of mere crudition and labour,

that require little elfe but ftrength of con-
ftitution and obftinate application: they

are original efforts of genius and reflec--

tion, on fubjedts cither new, or handled-

in-a manner that makes them fo. - His-

notions he drew from his own fund:
and they were folid, comprehenfive,
fyftematical s thedifpofition ofhis whole

plan throwing light and gracc on all.the.

particular parts. In confidering cvery
~ fubjet, he feems to have placed lumfclf

in a point of view fo advantageous and -

clevated, that he could from thence dif~
cover a whole country round him, and
mark out.the feveral fpots of it, diftin&-
ly and with eafe. Thefc charatters are
equally due to the works in which he
made fome pronrcfs and to thofe he
could only attempt.

119

His fuppbfcd poverty has been much #ilion.

infitted on, notonly by our own writers,.

1 4 but
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but by foreigners. Some of the former
have afferted, that he languithed out 4
folitary being in ob{curity and indigence 5

and among the latter, Le Clerc, who

was lcd intotlie fame notion by a paffage
in onc of Howel’s letters, has animad-
verted with an honeft indignition o
the meannefs of that Prince, who could
leave fuch a man as he was to ftruggie,
in his declining age, both with penury
and afflition. I belicve the matter hay
been cxaggerated, Perhaps he did nét
enjoy afBuence or entire eaft of fortune:
but his ordinary income muft have placed
him above fordid want amd agxiety.
Dr. Rawley, who lived long in his fa-
mily, affirms that the King had given
him, out of the Broad Seal" and Aliena-
tion Office, to- the value of cighteen
hundred pounds 4 year; which, with his
own lands amounting to a third part
more, he rctained to .his death. But
then, he had treafured yp nothing in his

. profperouscondition againft the day of ad-

vcrﬁty and his penf‘ on was not only pre-
. ~ carious,
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carious, but ill-paid, by a King, who,
inftead of husbandiang his revenues for
great or good purpofes, was daily lavifh-
ing them away, in fruitkt(s negotiations,
or on the lealt defervihg of his fubjeQs.
Add rothefethings, thatmy Lotd Bacos
lay hll this tifne under the ifcumbradce
ofa vaft debt: and chat he hid doub:
lefs expended very confidceable fums in
procuriag ot rhakinig expetitents, Even
thole, whom We¢- fee clofe and fparing
on every other edcafiod, dre yet profule
in gratifying a favourite paffion. Such
were the caufes of that diftrefs and thofe
difficulties inté which he was ofien
plunged. That théy weére many and
great, wé dadenterrain nodoubr *. Iy
is but too fitongly confirmied to as by
fomie unufual éxpreflions in his leteers
to King Famesy where we find lnm
pouring out his heart in complamts andy Vol Jv-
fup?hcutxons éf fuch 4 firain, a8 every ““’2"
- ofte

* It ap a letter of Budmgbam to him
that b for t{e Provofttliip of Latpni College, -
and_ wam ljcfu_fed it,
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one who reveres his memory will wifh-
he had never uttered. Thofe who infift
on the meannefs, thofe who plead for.

- the dignity, of human natur¢, may, in
this one man,. find abundant matter to-
fupport their feveral opinions. But, let:
us draw a veil over imperfeQions, and at
the fame time acknowledge, that a very
ordinary penetration. may ferve to dif:’
cover remarkable blemifhes and failings

. in the moft comprehenfive minds, inthe.
greateft charalers,. that,eyer adorned
mortality. o

An 1625, KING Famesdiedin 1624; afteran.
inglorious and a fatal reign of three and

" twenty years: defpifed by .foreigners,
defpifed and hated by his own fubjeéts.

The. mifchieyous notions he broached,

the perverfe conduét.he held, -gave rife

to thofe divifions that quickly after in-

-.» . volved his kingdoms in all the guilt and .
mifery of a civil war: that fhook the
Britifs conflitution to its foundations,

and in the cnd ovcrtumcd it; thoappa,
r¢ntly
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rently framed to laft for ages, asit had
been ages in building up and perfedt-
ing. '

H1s unfereunate Chancellor furvived
him fomething above a year. Themul-’
tiplicity of bufinefs and ftudy in which
he had been long engaged, but above all
the anguith of mind he fecretly laboured
undcr had undcrmmcd and broken in-
to his hcalth After having becen for~ -
fome time infirm and declining, he owed
his dcath at laft to an cxcefs, not unbe-
commg a phllofophcr s in purfuing, with
more apphcatxon than his ftrength could
bear, ceftain cxpcnmcnts ‘touching the
confervation of bodics.  He was {0 fud-
denly firuck in his head and ftomach,
that he found himfelf obliged to retiré
into the Earl of Arundel’s houfe at

ighgate, near Whichhe then happened
to be. There he fickened of a fever,
attended with a defluxion on his breaft:
and, after a week’s illnefs, expireds on An, 1646,
-~ the ninth of April, in the fixty- fixth year =
of
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of his age. How he bore this indifpo-
fition, or what difcourfes he held at the
nearer approaches of death, no account
is to be found; an omiffion which every
reader muft feel and regret: as nothing
can awaken the attention, nothing af
fe¢t the heart of man more ftrongly
than the behaviour of eminent perfonages
in their lalt moments; inthat only fcene
of life wherein. we are all fure, later or
fooner, to refemble them. There re-
mains only a letter, the laft he ever
wrote, addrefled to that nebleman under
whofc roof he died : in which he com-
pares himfclf toa celebrated philofopher
of antiquity, Pliny the elder; who loft
his life by cnquiring, with too dange-
rous a curiefity, into thefirft great erup-
tion of Vefuviss. '

Tuvus lived, and died, thé Lord

‘Chancellor Bacon *,

. HI'

# He continued fingle till after fosty, and then
took to wife a daughter of Alderman Baynban o
London, with whom he received a-plentiful fortune;
but had by hék no childrén: and fhe Out-lil;'m
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He was buried privately in S7. M-
vhaels chnrch necar St. Albass. ' The
fpot that contains his remains lay gbfcure
and undiftinguifhed, till the gratitude of

a private man, formerly his fervant, e-Sir7zumar

re@ed 3 moniument to his name and me- Mo

mory. In anather country, jn a better
age, -his monpment would have ftood a
public proof in what . vencration the
whole

him upwards of twenty years. Such readers as
bave any curiofity to kpow wbat regimen he ob-
ferved, may take the following account of it ip
the words of his Chaplain. <¢ His diet was rather
< plentifal and liberal than refirained. In his
¥¢ youngeryears he was much given to the finer and
“{' ory of meats: but afierwards he pre-
< ferred the ftronger, fuch asthe fhambles affard-
8¢ ed ;n:asl thofe whnzhl:zc: ih;b liaorcaﬂrm and fub-
“ ftantial juiqes, and lofa diffipable, Hedid nat, you
« n‘tl:y bpjﬁ;re, neglect that himfelf, which hqu

# much extolled to others in his writing, the fre-
¢t quen yfg:of witre ; whereaf he took the quantity
¢ of about three graigs in thin warm broth eyery
¢ morning, for thirty years together. His ordi-
“ nary phyfis was 3" macemation of rhubsrk, in~
¢¢ fufed intq a draught of white-wine and beeg
# mingled tegether for the fpace of half an hour,
“ opce in fix or fevan days, immedistgly before
* his ‘meal, whether dinger or fupper; that it
5t might. dry -the body lefs. His reccipt for the
¢ gout, which conftaasly gave him eafe within
% two l'mours, is fet down i¥1 S:c end of the Natural

¢ Hiftory.” Vol.IIL p. 233.
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whole fociety held a Citizen, whofc
genius. did them honour, aid whofe

‘writings will inftruét their lateft pofte-
Tity. - .

O~k paflage in his will is remarkable.
After bequeathing his foul and body in
the ufual form, he adds, “ my name
“ and memory I leave toforeign nationss
“ and to mine own countrymcn, after
“ fomc time be paffed over.” Astothe

former, he was, even in his life-time,

looked upon with admiration by the
moft emincnt men that Frenceand Italy
could then boaft of: and by fome of
them vifited, as One whofe talents were
an ornament, not only to his age, but
to human nature it felf: \thn the
Marquifs T Effiat brought into Eng-

Lewrestur Jgnd thic Princefs Hmrzetta Mari:a;

glo:s, P

wife to Charles the Firft, he paid a vifit
to my Lord Bacon; who, being then
{fick in bed, received him with the cut-

tains drawn.  “ You refemble the Ans

« gels, faid that mxmﬁcr to himi: we
 hear
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< hear thofe beiggs continually : talked
“ of, we believe them fuperior to man-
“ kind, and we never havethe confola-
“ tion tofec them.” Among his coun-
trymen, the names, alone, of thofe who
have adopted his notions, and proceeded
on his plan, are his higheft encomium.
To pafsover a long line of philofophers,
all illuftrious; he reckons in the lift of
his followers a Boyle, a Locke, a New-
#on himfelf.
. : o
- ONGE fingularity there was in his tem- Rawly's
Life of

pcramcnt not cafily to be: accountcdp.,,,,,
for: in every eclipfe of the moon, whe-
. ther he obferved it or not, he was cer-
tainly feized with a fudden fit of faint-
ing; which left him, without any re-
maining weaknefs, as foon as the eclipfe
ended. He was of a middling Rature ; Evedm of
his forchead ' fpacious and open, carly:,4 ?f o
imprefled with the marks of ages his eye
lively and’ penetrating; - his whole ap-
pearance venerably pleafing: fo that the
beholder was infenfibly drawn to love,

J/ before
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before he¢ knew how much reafon there -
wasta admire him. In this refpe, we
may apply tomy Lord Bacon what Ta-
eitus finely abferves of his father-in-law;
Aericels: a good man you would readi-
}y have judged him to be, ahd have been
plealed to find him a great man.

THasE wlents that commonly appear
finglein others, and they too men of re-
putation, fhone forth in him united and
cminent. All his cotemporaries, even
thafe whe hated the Courticr, ftand up

. and beas witnel rogether ta the faperiof

oo’ abilities f thg Writer and Pleader, of
advice o the Philofopher and Companion. In
s b copver@ation, he could dume the mofk
diffesing chara@ers, and fpeak the lan-

gHags proper te each, wich a facility

that was perfe@ly natural; or the dexto-

sity of the habit canccaled cvery appear-

ancs ofart: 2 happy verfatilivy of genips;

which 3l} men wifh to active at, and .ane

Qr {Wo, opce in anage, are féen 10 pok

&G, In public, he comimanded the ars
tention
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tention of his Hearers; and had their afs
fe@ions wholly in his power. As he
accompanied what he fpoke with all the

expreffion and grace of action, his plead~

ings, that are now perhaps read without
“emotion, never failed to .awaken in his
- ‘audierice the feveral -paffions he intend-,
<d they fhould feel. This is not a pic-
tire of him drawn from fancy: it is co-
‘pied, andthat too: but in miniature, af-

129

- ter anothet -taken by One who knch m-

him wells a good judge of merit, andito-

feldom known to ert; at leaft in heigh-veries

tening a favourabic likenefs. * *Asa phi-
lofopher; it is fcarce hiyperbolical to fay
of him; in Mr. AZ4ifon’s wotds, that

he had the found, diftin®, comprehen-

five knowledge of-Arifforle, with, all
the beautiful lights, grates, and embe-
lifhments of Cicero. To'this commen-
dation of histalents, the Learned through=
out Europe have given their common
fanion; and own him for the father of

the ‘only valuable philofophy, that of

fa& and obfcrvatxon. '
' K B It
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1T remains then to confider him, more

particularly than we have hitherto done
in this moft krown and confpicuous
part of his charater; where his merit is
unqueftionably great and eatitely his
own. For, to the writings of the an-
tients he was not, he could not, be ob-
tiged. They had cither miftaken the
right road to natural knowledge: or if
any of them ftruck into it by chance,
finding the way difficult, obfcure, and
tedious, they foon abandoned it for ever.
He owied to himf¢lf alone, to a certain
intelle@ual fagacity, that beam of true
difcernment which fhewed him at once,
and as it were By intuition, what the
moft painful enquirers, for more than
twenty ages backward, had fearched af
ter in vain. And here let me obferve
towards him the fame impartiality I have
hithertoaimed at: and, in order toknow
what he really did aswa philofopher, place
before the reader a fhort view of the ftate
of learning it Exrope, from the dark'pe-
tiod of Gotkicifin down tQ the fixteenth
| century.
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€entury. But let meat the fame time

acknowledge, that this accdunt will be
only a rude and imperfe sketch ; confift-

ing of a few detached particulars, with-

out much order or method.

- ALTHO the great era of ighorance
has been fixed, juftly enough, to thofe
times when the northern Nations, like
a mighty inundation, overfpread the
Tace of Europes yetit isno lefs cettain
. that barbarifim and corruption were en-
tered into arts and fciences ere the Sa
vages had maide any impreflion on the
Roman Empire. Under them indeed,
that darknefs which had been long grow-
ing on the world, and gradually extine
guithing every light of knowledge, foon
became total, and threatened to be per-
petual.  In the cighth century, we find
that the higheft ambition of the Clergy
Was to vie with one another in chanting
the public fervice, which yet they hard-
ly underftood. This important emu-
Lation run 0 high between the Latin

. K3 and
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and French pricfthood, that Charle-
magm*, who was then at Rome, found
it neceflary to interpofe, and decide the
Controverfy in perfon. The Monk,
who relates this affair withamoft cir-
cumftantial exa@nefs, adds that the Em-
peror entreated Pope Adrian to procure
him certain perfons, who might teach
his fubje@s the firft principles of gram-
mar and arithmetic; arts that were then
utterly unknown in hisdominions. This
warlike Monarch, tho his own educa-
tion had been fofar negle@ed that he
had never learned to write, difcovered,
by his natural good fenfe, the valuc of
knowledge, and fet himfelf to be its
promoter and patron. He evenallowed
2 public fchool to be opened in the im-
perial palace, under the direction of out
famous countryman Alcusin; on whom
he chicfly relied for introducing into
France fome tinctre of that philofophy
which was ftill remaining in Britain.
But how flow and ineffe@tual the pro-
grefs of any learning muft have been; we
' ' ‘ may,



CHANCELLOR BACON. 133"
may guefs from an edi& of the Council
of Challons, inthe next century; which 813,
carncftly exhorts all monafteries to be
carcful in having their manuals of devo-
tion correitly tranfcnbcd left, whilep. 3
they pioufly mean to ask of God one
thing, fome inaccurate manufcript may
betray them into praying for the quite
coritrary. '

As to Britain, if learning had ftil}
fome footmg there in the CIghth century,
it was fototally exterminated from thence
in theninth; that, throdghout the wholé Hit.gan-
kingdom of the #2ff-Saxons, no man % o
could be found who was fcholar enough p- 13-
to inftrut our King Alfred, then ,
child, even in the firft elements of read-
ing: fo that he was .in his twelfth year
before he could name the letters of the
alphabet. When that renowned Prinoe
afcended the throne, he made it his ftudy
to draw his pcople - out of the floth and
ftupidity in which they lay : and became,
as much by his own example, as by the
K3 encourage-
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encouragement he gave to learned men,
the great reftorer of arts in his dominions,
And here we ar¢ called upon to obferve,
that as France had been formerly obliged .
toEngland in the perfon of Alewin, wha
planted the ftiences there under Charle-
magne: our Ifland now received the
fame friendly affiftance from thence by
Grimbald, whom King Alfred had in-
vited hither, and made Chanccllor of
Oxford. Such Events as thefe are toa.
confiderable, in the literary hiftory of
the ninth age, to be pafled over unob-
ferved.  Therife of a noted grammarian,
the voyage of an applauded dettor, are
r¢corded, by the chroniclers of that cen-
tury, with the fame reverence that an,
antient writer would mention the ap-
pearance of a Lycurgus, ora Timoleon;
of a law-giver who new-modelsa flate,
or a hero who refcucs a wholg people
from flavery.

Bur thefe fair appearances were of
fhort dutation, A night of thicker dark-
) neG
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acls quickly overfpread the intelle@ual
world : and in the moral, followed a
revolution ftill more deplorable. To
common fenfe and piety, fucceeded
dreams and fables, vifionary legends and
ridiculous penances. The Clergy, now
utter firangers to all good learning, in-
ftead of guiding a rude and vitious Laity
by the precepts of the gofpel, which
they no longer read 5 amufed them with

forged miracles, or overawed them by -

the ghoftly terrors of demons, fpeitres
and chimeras. This wasmoreecafy, and
more profitable too, than the painful cx-
ample of a virtuous life. The profound
depravity that was fpread thro all condi-
tions of men, ecclefiaftic and fecular, ap-
pears in nothing more plain than in the
reafons affigned for calling feveral coun-
cils about this time. In one, new ca-
nons were to be made, forbidding adul-
tery, inceft; and the praftice of pagan
fuperftitions: as if thefe things had not
till then been accounted criminal. Injger

. 13§

:m,

nosher, it was found neceffary todeclare, Napoha

K4 that
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that a number of Angels worthiped uni~
verfally under certain names were alto-
gether' unknown: and that the church
could not warrant the particular invoca-
tion of more thanthree. Another, which
the Empre(s ITreme had Tummoned fot

. the reformation of difcipline, ordained,

that no Prelate thould thenceforth con-
vert his epifcopal palace ‘into a common
inn; nor, in confideration only of any
fum of moncy given him by one man,
curfe and excommunicate another. A
fourth’ and fifth cenfure the indecency

of avowcd concubinage: and enjoin that -

Fryars and Nunsthould no longer con-
verfe or live promxfcuonﬂy in the fame
convcnt.

- THE See of Rome, which fhould have
been a pattern to -the reft, was of all
chn{han churchcs thc moﬁ hccntxous *

and

* The book entltled The tax of the Ramn
Chanocry, publifhed firft at Rome,- in’ the |
1514, furnifhes us witha flagrant inftance thk
in the following faﬂ' , Which I chufe not to

a lapfu carnis fuper quo~
. ({1 cunque
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and the pontifical chair often filled with
men, who, inftead of adorning their fa-
cred chara@er, made human. nature it
felf deteftable: a truth by many catholic
-writers acknowledged and lamented.

Several Popes were, by their fucccﬂ'dxsl_dem.w::

~ excommunicated, their aéts abrogated,
and the facraments adminiftred by them
pronounced invalid. No les than fix
were expelled by others who ufurped
their feat; two were affaflinated: and
the infamous  Thepdora, infamous even

o B . in
¢ cunque a&u libidinofo commiflo per Clericym,
¢ etiam cum monialibus, intra et extra fepta mo-
¥ nafterii; aut cum confanguineis vel affinibus, aut
¢ filid fpirituali, aut quibufdam aliis, five ab uno-
¢ quoque de per fe, five fimul ab omnibus ab-
¢ folutio petatur- cum difpenfatioric ad ordines ét
& beneficia, cam inhibitione tur. 36, duc.3. Si
¢ vero cum illis petatur abfolutio etiam a’ crimine
¢ commiflo contra naturam, vel cam brutis, ‘tum
¢¢_difpenfatione; ut fupra, et cum inhibitione tur,
€ g0, duc, 14, car.16, Si véro petatur tantum ab-
«¢, folutio a criminé contra naturam, vel cum dru-
< tis, cum difpenfatione et inhibitione, turon. 6,
*¢ duc.g. Abfolutio pro Moniali que fe permifit
¢¢ pluries cognofci intra: ‘et extra fepta manafterii,
<<, cum rehabifitate ad dignitates illius ordinis, etiam
¢¢ abbatialem,tuton. 36, duc. 9.” In the Edition
of: Buis-le-duc, there is “ Abfolutio pro s, qui inter-
¢¢ facit patrem, matrem, fororem, uxorem. ...
“'g. 5, vel' 7’ Vide Bayle, art. Banck. -

133
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in that age, by her credit in the holy
city obtained the triple crown for the
moft avowed of her gallantss wha afs.
fumed thename of Fobn the Tenth. An-
other of the famc ‘name was called to
‘govern the Chriftian world at the age of
twenty oncs a baftard fon of Pope Ser«
géus who dicd cighteen years before.  If
fuch - were the men who arrogated to
themnfelves titles and attributes peculiar
to the Deity, can we ‘wonder at the
greateft enormitics among Lay-men?
Their ftupidity kept pace with the diffo-
lution of their manners, which was ex-
treme: they flill preferved, for the very
clergy we have been fpeaking of, a reve-
rence they no longer had. for their God,
‘The moft abandoned among them, mif:
creants, familiar with crimes that hu-
manity ftartles at, would yet, at the ha-
zard of their lives, defend the immuni-
ties of a church, a confecrated utenfil,
or a donation made toa convent. In
fuch times as thofe, it were in vain to,
look for ufeful lcaming and philofophy.

Nox

Ve
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Not only the light of fcience, but of

reafon, feems to have been well-nigh
extinguifhed,

It was not tlll late, after the fack Of An.uags.
Confrantinople by the Turks, that the
writings of Ariffot/e began to be univer-
fally known and ftudied. They were
then, by certain fugitive Greeks, who
‘had cfcaped the fury of the Ottoman
Arms, brought away and difperfed thro
the Weflern pasts of Egrope. Some
particular treatifes of his, it is true, had
been long made public: but chicfly in
- tranflations from thg Arabic, done by
men who, far from rendering faithfully
the Author’s fenfe, hardly underftood
his langnage. Thefe however gave birth
ta the Scholaftic Philofophy ; that mot-
* ley offspring of error and ingenuity : and
to fpeak freely, the features of both pa-
xents werc all along equally blended in
the complexion of the daughter. To
trace at length the rife, progrefs, and
variations of this philofophy, would be

an
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an undertaking not only curious but in-
ftru&tive; asit would unfold to us all the
mazes in which the force, the fubtlety,
the extravagance of human wit can lofe

L themfclves: till not only profanc learn-

ing buit divinity itfelf was at laft, by the
refined frenzy of thofe who taught both,
fubtilized i into mere notion and air.

THEIR philofophy was neither that
of Ariftotle entirely, nor altogether dif-
fering fromhis. 'Whatever opinions the
firft founders of it had been able to draw,
from Boetius his Latin cotnmentator,
or from the wretched tranflations above-
mentioned, thefe they methodized and
illuftrated, each according to his feveral-
talent, and the genius of the age he lived
in. But this, inftead of producing one
regular and confiftent body of fcience,
even from wrong principles, endedin a
monfter, made up of parts every where

‘mifhapen and diffimilar. Add to this,

that they left natural knowledge wholly
uncultivated; ro hunt after occult qua-
lities,
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dities, abftra notions, and queftions of
impemncnt curiofity : by which they
rendered the vety Logic, their labours
chiefly turned upon, intricate, ufelefs,
unintelligible. , ,

ALsTEDIUS, in his chronology of
the Schoolmen, hasdivided their hiftory
into three principal periods or fuccef
fions ; the firft beginning with Lanfranc, An. 1o50.
Archbittiop of Canterbury, who flourith-
ed about the middle of the eleventh cen-
turys and ending with A/berz the Great A™ 320
two ages later: the fecond, that com-
mences from him, determining in Du-
rand; as the third and laft ended in L#-
ther, at the reformation.” Morpoff, how- Polyhiftor.
gver, firenuoufly contends, that Ru:e-';°;‘;' '51‘;
linus an Englifpman, was properly the
father of the Schoolmen : and that to him
the fe& of the Nominalifts owed its rife
and credit. He adds, that it revived af-
terwards in the perfon of Occam, anotier
of our countrymen, and the perpetual

antagonift of 910:: Scotus, who had

‘ declated
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declired for the Realifts, and was ret-
koned their ableft champion. The learn-
ed reader neéeds not be told, that thé
Scholaftic Do&ots were all diftinguithed
into thefe two Sels; formidable party=
names, Which are now as little known
or mentioned as the conttoverfies tha
once occafioned them. It is fufficient
to fay, that, like all other partics, they
hated cach other heartily; treated each:
other as herctics in logic: and that thei#
difputes were often fharp and bloody §
ending not only in the metaphorical des
Rru&tion of common fenfeand language;
but in the real murilation and death of
the combatants. For, to the difgrace
of human reifon, mankind in all their
controverfies, whether about a notion
or a thing, a predicament or a ptovinees
have made their laft appeal to brute force
and violence. The titles * with which
thefe Leaders were honouted by theif

followers, on aceount of the fitblime

reverics

® The profound, the fubtile, . the marvelouss

the indefatigable, the irrefragable, the angelic, the

féraphic, the fountain of lifey light of the worldy
(1
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JYeverics they taught, are at once mag-
hificent and abfurd: and prove rather
the fuperlative ignorance of thofe times
than any tranfcendent merit in the men
to whom they were applied. From this
¢enfure we ought neverthele(s to except
One, who was a prodigy of knewledge

for the age helived in, and is acknow-

ledged as fuch by the age to which I am
writing. I mean the renowned Fryar
Bacon, who fhone forth fingly thro the
profound darknefs of thofe times; but
rather dazzled than enlightened the
weaker eyes of his cotemporariess. As
if the name of Bacon were anfpicious to
philofophy, this Man, notonly without
affiftance or encouragement, butinfulted
and perfecuted, by the unconquerable
force of his genius penctrated far into
the myfteries of nature: and made fo
many new difcoveries in Aftronomy and
Perfpeltive, in Mechanics and Chimi-
firy, that the moft fober writers.even
now cannot mention them without fome
marks of emotion and wonder. It is

Dr,
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Dr. Friendsobfervation, that he was al-
moft the only Aftronomer of his age.
and the reformation of thc Calendar, by
him attempted and in a manncr perfedt-
cd, is a noble proof of lus skill in that
fcience, The conftru@ion of fpc&aclw,

iof telefcopes, of all forts of glaffcs that

magnify or dnmmfh objeéts, the com-
pofition of gunpowder (which Barthol-
dus Swartz is thonght to have firft hit
upon almoft a_céntury latcr) are fome
of the many mvcnnons with, juftice af

‘cnbcd to lum Fox all whxch he was

in His lec-umc calummatcd 1mpnfoned,
opprcﬁ‘ed‘ and aftcr his death wounded
in his good name, as a magician who
‘had dealtinarts, mfcmal atid Abommablc
He tells' us, that there wcrc but four
perfons then in Esrope who had ‘made
any progrefs in the Mathematics; and
in Chlmnﬁry yet fewer: that thofe who

.undertook to tranflate Argﬂotle WeES

¢very way unequal to the task; and that
his writings, which, nghtly undctﬁoodx
Baron confidered as. the fountam of all

knowlcdge, :
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knowledge, had been lately coridemned
and burned, in a fynod held at Pariss.

THE works of that celebrated Antient
have, intruth, more exercifed the hatred
and admiration of mankind than thofe
of all the other philofophers together.
Launoy enumeratgs no lefs than thirty- Lib. de
feven Fathers of the Church who have Arif. for-
* ftigmatized his name, and endeavoured fyrTo™
to reprobate hisdo&ttines, Morkoff hasPolyh:ﬂot
reckoned up a flill greater number of his ™
commentators, who were at the fame
time implicitely his difciples: and yet
both thefe authors are far from having
given a complete lift either of hisfriends
" or enemies. In his lifc-time he was fu-
fpced of irreligion, and, by the Pagan
priefthood, marked out for deftru&ion:
the fucceflors of thofe very men were
his partizans and admirers. His works
met with much the fame treatment from
the Chriftian clergy: fometimes pro-
fcribed for heretical ;5 fometimes trium-

phant and acknowledged the great bul-
L wark
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wark of Orthodoxy. Launoy has wrie-
ten a particular treatife on the fubject,
and mentioned ecight different revolu-
tions in the fortune and reputation of
‘Ariftotle’s philofophy. To pafs over

‘the intermediate changes, I will juft men-

tion two, that make a full and ridicu-

 lous contraft: In the above-mentioned

i.amm'm,
ubi fupra.

Council held at Parss about the year
1209, the Bifhops there cenfured his
writings, withoutdifcrimination, asthe
peftilent fources of error and herefy;
condemned them to the flames, and
comimanded all perfons, on pain of exs
communication, nottoread, tranfcribe,
or keep any copies of them. They went
farther, and delivered over to the fecular
arm no lefs than ten perfons; who were
burned alive, forcertain tenets; drawn,
as thofelearned prelates had heard, from
the pernicious books in queftion. Thofe
very books, in the fixteenth century,
were not only read with impunity, but
every where taught with applaufe: and
whocver difputed their orthodoxy, I had

7 almoft
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Almoft faid their infallibility, was perfe-
cuted as an infidel and mifcreant. Of -
this the fophifter Ramus is a memorable
inftance. Certain animadverfions of his
on the peripatetic philofophy occafioned

a general' commotion in the learned
world. The univerfity of Paris took |
the alarm hotly, and cryed -out againft
this artempt as deftru&tive of all good
learning, and of fatal tendency to reli-
gion itfelf. The affair was brought be-
fore the parliament : and appeared of fo
much confequence td Francis the Firft, ;.
that he would needs take it under histom. IV,
own immediate cognizance. The edict™ 206
is ftill extant, which declares Ramus ins

folent, impudent,and a lyar. Hisbooks:oth of
are thereby for ever condemned, fupref- %‘:{" s43
fed, abolifhed: and, what isa ftrain of =
uncxampled feverity, the miferable Au-

thor is folemnly interdicted from tran-
fcribing, even from reading, his own

compofitions !

L3 We
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W e might from hence be led to ima-
gine, that when the aithority of an an-
tient philofopher was held fo facred, phi-
lofophy itfelf muft have been thorough-
ly underftood, and cultivated with un-
common fuccefs. But the attachment-of
thofe Doéors was to 2 name, not to
truth, or valuable fcience: and our Au-
thor very juftly compares them to the
Olympic Wreftlers, who abftained from
neceflary labours, that they might be
fit for fuch aswercnot fo. Under their
management, it was a philofophy of
words and notions, that feemed to ex-
clude the ftudy of nature; that inftead of
enquiring into the properties of bodies,
into the laws of motion by which all
effects are produced, was converfant on-
ly in logical definitions, diftinétions, and
abftractions, utterly barren and unpro-
dultive of any advantage to mankind.
The great aim of thofe folemn triflers
was rather to perplex a difpute than to
clear up any point of ufeful difquifitions
to triumph over an enemy, than to en-

large
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large the knowledge, or better the mo-
rals of their followers,  So that this cap-
tious philofophy was a real obftacle to all
advances in found learning, human and
divine. After it had been adopted into
the chriftian theology, far from being of
ufe to explain and afcertain myfteries, it
ferved only todarken and render doubtful
the moft neceffary truths; by the chica-
nery of argumentation with which it
fupplied each fe&, in defence of thir
peculiar and favourite illufions. To fo
extravagant a height did they carry their
idolatry of Ariffotle, that fome of them
difcovered, or imagined they difcovered
in his writings, the doétrine of the Tri-
nity ; thatothers publifhed formal diflcr-
tations to prove the certainty of his fal-
vation, tho a heathen: and that a Pa-
triarch of Veniceis faid to have called
up the Devil exprefsly, in order to lcarn
from him the meaning of a hard word
in Ariffotles phyfics. But the crafty B, ere.
Demon, who perhaps did not underftand Parsare
it himfclf, anfwcred in a voice fo low
L3 and
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and inarticulate, that the good Prelate
‘knew not 2 word he faid. - This was
the famous Hermolaus Barbaro. The
Greek word, that occafioned his taking
fo extraordinary a ftep is the Entelechia
of the Peripatetics: from whence the
fchoolmen raifed their fubftantial forms;
and which Leibnitz, towards the end
of the laft century, attempted to revive
in his Theory of motioR.

THE Reformation it felf, that diffufed

a new light over Exrope, that fet men
upon cnquiring into errors and prepof
feflions of every kind, ferved only to
confirm the dominion of thisphilofophy 3
roteftants as well as papifts entrenching
themfelves behind the authority of Ars-
Sotle, and defending their feveral tenets
by the weapons with which he furnithed
them. This unnatural alliance, of theo-
logy with the peripatetic do&rings, ren-
dered his opinions not only wenerable
but facred: they were reckoned as the

- land-marks of both faith and reafon,

which
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which to pull up orremove would be

daring and impious. Innovations. in
philofophy, it wasimagined, would gra-
dually fap the very foundations of reli-
gion, and in the end lead to downright
atheifm. If thatveil of awful obfcurity,
which then covered the face of nature,
fhould be oncedrawn; the rafh curiofity
of mankind would lead them to account
for all appearances in the vifible world,
by fecond caufes, by the powers of mat-
ter and mechanifim : and thusthey might
come infenfibly to forget or negle&t the
great original caufe of all.  This kind of
reafoning convinced the multitude, over-
awed the wifer few, and effetually put
a ftop to the progrefs of ufeful know-
ledge:.

Such, in general, were the difpofi-
tions of magkind when Sir Francis Ba-
con came into the world : whom we will
not confider as the founder of a new fe&,
but as the great affertor of human liber-
ty ; as one who refcued reafon and truth

L 4 from
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from the flavery in which all fe&ts alike
had, till then, held them. Asa plaufi-
ble hypothefis, a fhining theory, are
more amufing to the imagination,, and a
fhorter way to fame, than the patient
and humble method of experimenting,
of purfuing nature thro all her labyrinths
by fa& and obfervation; a philofophy,
built on this principle, could not, at
firft, makc any fudden or general revo-
lution inthe learned world.  Butitspro-
grefs, like that of time, quiet, flow and

fure, has inthe end been mighty and

univerfal. He was not however the firt
among the moderns who ventured to
diflent from Arifforle. " Ramus, Patrs-
cius, Bruno, Severinus, to name no
more, had already attacked the autho-
rity of that tyrant in learning, who had
Jong reigned 'as abfolutely over the opi-
nions, as his reftlefs pups/ had of old af:
fe@ed to do over the perfons of men.
But thefe writers invented little that was
valuable themfelves, however juftly they
mxght reprchcnd many thmgs in him.
. b as An d
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And asto the real improvements made
in fome parts of natural knowledge, be-

fore our author appeared, by Gilbert,

Har'vej, Copernicus, Father Paul, and
fome few others, they are well known,
and have been defervedly celebrated.
Yet there was flill wanting one great and
comprchcnﬁvc plan, that mxoht embrace
the almoft mﬁmtc varieties of fcience,

and guldc our enquiries aright in all.

‘This Sir Francis Bacon firft conceived,
in'its utmoft extent; to his own lafting
honour, and to the general utility of
mankind. If we fland furprized at the
happy imaginatjon of fuch a fyftem, our
furptize redoubles upon us when we re-
fle@, that he invented and methodized
this fyftem, perfetted fo much, and
‘sketched out fo much more of it, amidft

the drudgery of bufinefs and the civil

tumults of a coutt. Nature feems to
have mtcndcd him peculiarly for this
province, by beftowing on him with a
liberal hand all the qualities requifite: a

fancy voluble and prompt to difcover -

thg::
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the fimilitudes of things; a judgment
fleady and intent to note their fubtleft
differences; a love of meditationand en-
quiry; a patiencein doubting; a flow.
nefs and diffidence in affirming; a faci-
lity of retrating; a judicious anxicty to
plan and difpofe. A mind of fuchacaft,
that neither affeted novelty, nor ido-
lized antiquity, that was an enemy to
all impofturc, muft have had a certain
congeniality and relation to truth. Thefq
chara&ers, which, with a noble confi-
dence, he has applyed to himfelf, are
abvious and ¢minent in his Inftauration

* of the Sciences: a work by him dcfign-

De aug-
mentis fci-
entiarum,

ed, not asa monumentto hisawn fame,
but a perpetual legacy to the common
benefit of others. He has divided the
whole of it into fix capital parts: with a
thort account of which we fhall clofe
this imperfe& relation of his life and
writings. :

1. THE firt part of this. Inflaura-
tion propofesa gencral furvey of human
koow-
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knowledge: and this he executed in that
admirable treatife entitled, The Advance-
ment of Learning. . As he intended to
raife anew and lafting ftructure of phi-
lofophy, founded not in arbitrary opi-
nions or fpecious conjetures, but in
truth and experience; it was abfolutely
neceflary to his defign, firft to review ac-
curately the ftate of learning as it then
fload, thro all its provinces and divi-
fions. To do this effetually, required,
with an uncammon meafure of know-
ledge, adifcernment not only exquifite
but univerfal: the whole intellettnal
world was fubjected to its cxamination
and cenfure. That he might not lofe
himfelf on a fubjet fo vaft and of fuch
variety s he has, according to the three
faculties of the foul, memory, fancy,
underftanding, ranged the numerous
train of arts under threc great clafies,
hiftory, poctry, philofophy. Thefe may
be confidered asthe principal trunks from
which thoot forth, in prodigious diver-
fity, the leffer parts and branches of

‘ | fcience.
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fcience. Whatever is deficient, erro-
neous, or ftill wanting in each, he has
pointed out at large: together with the
propereft means for amending the defeds,
for re@ifying the errors, and for fupply-
ing the omiflions in all. Upon the
whole, he was not only well acquainted
with every thing that had been difcover-
ed in books before his time, and able to
pronounce critically on thofe difcoveries :
he faw clearly, and at the end of this
treatife has marked out in one general
chart, the feveral tra@ts of fcience that
lay ftill negle@ed or unknown. And to
fay truth, fome of the moft valuable im-

. provements fince made have grown out

Novum
Organon.

of the hints and notices fcattered thro

this work: from which the moderns

havc fele@ed, each according to his fan-
cy, one or more plants to cultivate and
prxng to perfeition.

2. THE defign of the Novum Orga-
non, Wthh ftands as the fecond part to
his Inﬁauratnon, and may be reckoned

the
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the moft confiderable, was to raife and
enlarge the powers of the mind, bya
more ufeful application of its reafoning
daculty to all the different objects that
philofophy confiders. In this place,
our Author offerstothe world a new and
better Logic; calculated not to fupply
arguments for controverfy, but arts for
the ufc of mankind: not to triumph
over an enemy by the fophiftry of difpu.
tation, but to fubdue nature it fclf by
cxperiment and enquiry. As it differs
from the vulgar Logicin its aim, it varies
0o lefs from that captious art in the form
of demonttrating : foritgenerally rejeéts
fyllegifim, as an inftrument rather hurt-
fol than ferviceable to the inveftigation
of nature, and ufes in its ftead a fevere
and genuine mdultion. Not the trivial
method of the fchools, that, proceeding
on a fimple and fuperficial enumeration,
pronounces at once from a few particu-
lars, expofed to the danger of contra-
ditory inftances: but an smduction that
examines fcrupuloufly the experiment in,

quettion,
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queftion, views it in all poffible lights
reje@s and cxcludes whatever does not
ncceflarily belong to the fubje@; then,
and not till then, concluding from the
affirmatives left. A croud of inftances
might be brought to fhew how greatly
this method of enquiry has profpered in
the hands of the moderns; and how
fruitful it has been of new difcoveries,
unknown and unimagined by antiquity.
But I will only mention one that may
ftand in place of many; the Optics of
our immortal Newtorn: where, in ava-
riety of expetiments, he has analyzed
the nature and properties of light itfelf,
of the moft fubtile of all bodies, with an
accuracy, a precifion, that could hardly
have been expeited from examining the
grofleft and moft palpable. Fromwhence,
By the method of Induition, he hasraif-
cd the nobleft theory that any age or
country can fhew.

3. It has been the fate of almoft eve-
ry confiderable fcheme for the good of
man-
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mankind to be treated, at firft, as vifio-
nary, or impraticable, merely for be-
‘ing new. This our Author forefaw,
and endeayoured to obviite, in the third
part of his Inftauration; by furnithing
materials himfelf towards a natural and
experimental hiftory: a work which he
thought fo indifpenfably heceflary, that
without it the united endeavouts of all
- mankind, in all ages, would be infuffi-

cient torear and perfe&t the great ftruc.

ture of the fciences. He was aware too,
that even men of freer and more exten-
five notions, who relithed his new Lo-
gic, might be deterred from reducing it
to practice, by the difficulties they would
mect with in experimenting, according
to the rules by him prefcribed. He there-
~ fore led the way to other enquirers, in
his Sylva Sylvarum, or hiftory of na
ture: which, however imperfet in ma-
ny refpedts, ought to be looked upon
as extenfive and valuable for that age,

when the whole work was to be begun.’

This colletion, which did not appear,
till

159
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till after his death, has been generally
confidered as dctached from, and inde-
pendlent on his general plan: and there-
fore his defign in making and recording
thefe experiments has not been duly at-
tended to by the reader. They are a
common repofitory or ftore-houfe of
materials, not arranged for ornament
and fhow, but thrown loofely together
for the fervice of the philofopher: who
may from thence fele& fuch as fit his pre-
fent purpofc; and with them, by theaid
of that Organ or Engine already defcrib-
ed, build up fome part of an axiomatical
philofophy, which is the crownand com-
pletion of this fyftem. The phenomena
of thc univerfe he ranges under three
principal divifions; the hiftory of gene-
rations or the prodution of all fpecies
according to the common laws of na-
ture; that of preter-generations or of
births deviating from the ftated rule; and
thirdly, the hiftory of nature as confined
or aflifted, changed or tortured by the
art of man: Which latt difclofesto usa

new
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new face of things, and as it were ano-
ther world of appearances. The ufe of
fucha hiftory he reckonstwo-fold : either
the knowledge of qualities in them{elvess
or to ferve for the firft matter of a true
and ufeful philofophy. With this view
only did our Author make and gather
together the mifcellaneous colle&tion I
am fpeaking of. That many particular
cxperiments have been found doubtful
or falfe cannot be wondered at: the
whole was then a tralt of fcience uncul-
tivated and defert. If feveral confidera-
ble men, treading in the path he ftruck
out for them, have gone farther and
furveyed it more exaltly than he did, yet
2o him is the honour of their difcoveries
in amannerdue. 1t was Columbus alone
who imagined there might be a new
wortld : and who had the noble boldnefs
to go in fearch of it, thro an ocean un-
cxplored and immenfe. He fucceeded
in the attempts and led his followers in-
to a fpacious’ continent, rich and fruit-
ful. If fucceedingadventurershave pene-
M trated

sy
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trated farther than he into its feveral re-
gions, marked out and diftinguifhed them
with more accuracy ;s the refult of thefe
difcoveries has lefs extended their fame
than it has raifed and enlarged his.

4. AFTER thefe preparations, no-
thing feems wanting but to enter at once
on the laft and moft exalted kind of phi-
lofophy: but the author jndged, that,
in an affair fo complicated and important,
fome other things ought to precede, part-
ly for inftruion, and partly for prefent
ufe. He therefore interpofed a fourth
and fifth part: the former of which he
named Scala Intellectus, or a feries of
fteps by which the Underftanding might
regularly afcend in its philofophical re-
fearches.  For this purpofe, he propofed
examples of enquiry and inveftigation,
agreeable to his own method, in certain
fubjecss fele@ting fuch efpecially as are
of the nobleft order, and moft widely
differing from one another ; that inftances
of cvery fort might not be wanting.

The
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The fourth part then was to contain a
particular application and illuftration of
the fecond. In this light we chufe to
confider the fix monthly hiftories which
he propofed to write on fix principat
topics in natural knowledge: namely,
of winds; of life and death; of rarefac-
tion and conderifation; of the thred
chymicdl principles; falt; fulphur, mer-
tury ; ofbodiesheavy andlight; of fym-

pathy and antipathy. The firft three;

in the order I have here placed them, he
profecutcd at fome lcnoth, and in 4
manrier that fhews with what a happy
fagacxty he could apply his own rules to
the interpretation of nature. The won-
der is, that other enquirers fince his
time have done {o' little towards perfet-
ing the two firft m¢ntioned, things of
fo great concern to human fociety; and
toevery individual. As to the three
laft, we have only a fhort introdu&ion
to each: death having prevented him
from - writing any thing on the fubjeéts

themifelves. Such is our condition here:

M 2 whocver
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whoever is capable of planning ufeful
and extenfive fchemes dies always too
foon for mankind, ecven in the moft ad-
vanced age.

Amidpa- & OF the fifth part he has left no-
::,?}::2:1 thing but the title and fcheme. It was
de. indecd tobe only a temporary firufture,
raifed with fuch materials as he himfelf
. had cither difcovered, or tryed, or im-
proved; not according to the due form
of genuine fnduétion, but by the fame
common ufe of the underftanding that
others had employed. And this was
to remain no longer than till he had.

raifed,

Philofo- 6. THE fixth and fublimeft part of
Phia pri- this grand Inftauration, to which all the
iva.  preceding are merely fubfervient: a phi--
lofophy purely axiomatical and fcienti-
fic; flowing from that juft, caftigated,
genuine manner of enquiry, which the
author firft invented and applied. But
this he.defpaired of being able to accom-

plith:
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plifh: and the Learned of all countrics
from his days have been only labouring
fome feparate or leffer parts of this amaz-
ing edifice, which ages to come may not
fee finithed, according to the model lcft
them by this one Man,

SucH, and fo unlimited were his
views for the univerfal advancement of
fcience; the noble aim to which he di-
re&ed all his philofophic labours. What
Caefar faid, in complement, to Tully
may, with ftrit juftice, be applied to
" him: that it was more glorious to have
extended the limits of human wit, than,
to have enlarged the bounds of the Re-
man world, Sir Francis Bacon rcally
did fo: a truth acknowledged not only
by the greateft private names in Exrope,
but by all the public focieties of its moft
civilized nations, France, Italy, Ger-
many, Britain, 1 may add even Ruffia,
have taken him for their leader, and
fubmitted to be governed by his inftitu-

M3 tions,
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tions. The empirc he has erefted in
the learned world is as univerfal as the
frec ufe of reafon: and Onc muft con-
tinue, till the Other is no mare.

ERRATA.
P. 21. 1 13. for never read ever.
P.104. L. 12. for julZure read jun&ure.
P.106. L 23. for werdi& read judgmens.
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INjfaumtio Magna. p-1
Praefatio. 7
Diftributio Operis. 12

De Dignitate & Augmentis Sci-
entiarum Libri X1, - 21

Partitiones Scientiarum & Argu-
menta fingulorum Capitum. 23
Novsm Organum Scientiarum. 269
Praefatio. 271

Aphorifmi de interpretatione Na-
turae, & regno Hominis. 274

De
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- De Interpretatione Naturae, Li-

ber fecundus. p-313

"APPENDIX,

Containing [everal Pieces of Lord

Bacon not printed in the laft

Edition in four Volumes in fo-

lio: and now publifbed from the

original Manufcripts in the Li-

brary of the Right Honourable

the Earl of Oxford. Append.. p.t
Of the true Greatnefs of the King-

dom of Britain, ro King James. ibid.
Notes of a Speech wmeming a

War with Spain. 12
A Book of Speeches in Parlia-

ment, or otherwife delivered by

§ir Francis Bacon the King's Sol-

licitor-General. 16
- Mr.Bacon’s Diftourfeinthe Praife
of his Sovereign. ibid.
The Proceedings of the Earl of
- Effex. 26
Of the State of Europe. 35

Stﬂtef
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State-Piecesin the Reign of King

James. : p. 46
A Proclamation drawn for his Ma-
Jefty's firft coming in. ibid.

A Draught of a ‘Proclamation -
touching His Majefty's Style, 2
Jacobi. 48

A Certificate or Return of the
Commi(fioners 'of England and
Scotland. 51

An Argument of Sir Francis Ba-
con, in the lower Houfe of Par-
liament. 53

A Certificate to his Majefty,
touching the Projects of Sir
Stephen Pro&or, relating to the
penal Laws. 58

A Certificate to the Lords of the
Council, upon information given,
touching the fiarcity of Silver
at the Mint, and reference to
‘the two Chancellors and the
King's Sollicstor. 63
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A frame of Declaration of the
Mafler of the Wards, at bis firft
Sitting. p-66
Directions for the Mafter of the
Wards to obferve, for His Ma-
Jefy's better fervice and the ge-
neral good. 67
Philofophical Pieces of the Lord
Bacon. 69
Mpr.Bacon inpraife of Knowledge. ibid.
Valcrius Terminus of the Interpre-
tation of Nature, with the An-
notations of Hermes Stella. 71
Temporis Partus Mafeulus, five
de Interpretatione Naturae Lib.
9
leum Labyrinthi, five Fommla '
Inquifitionis. 96

+ Sequela Chartarum, five Inquifitio

legitima de Calore & Frigore. 101

" Redargutio Philofophiarum. 107
" M. Fangis, Bacon of the Colours

. of Good and Ewvil; tothe Lord

A

Mountjoye. 124

VOL.
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VOL 1

Arafteve ad Hifforiam Na-

turalem & Experimentalem :

Sfive Deferiptio Hiftoriae Natu-

ralis & Experimentalis qualis

Sufficiat & fit inordine ad Bafin

& FundamentaPhilofophiae ve-
rae.

Aphorifini de Conficienda Hifto-
ria prima.

Catalogus Hiftoriarum particula-
rium.

Fragmentum Libri Verulamiani,
cui Titulus Abecedarium Na-
turae.

Hiftoriae Naturalis ad condendam
Philofophiam Pracfatio.

Tituli- Hiftoriarum & Inquifits-
onum in primos [ex menfés de-
Stinatarum.

Hiftoria Naturalis & Experimen-
talis ad condendam Pbilofophi-
am: five Phaenomenon Univerfis

gquae ¢ft Inflaurationis magnae
pars tertia.

p-L

14

16

21

21

N orma

173
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Norma Hiftoriae Praefentis. p.23
Hiftoria Ventorum. Adstus, five

Pracefatio. : 2§
Topica particularia: five Articuli
- Inquifitionss de Ventis. 25
Hiftoria. Nomina Ventorum. 29
Venti Liberi. 30
Venti Generales: 31
Venti Stati. 32
Venti Affeclae: . 33
Qualitates ¢& Potefiates Vento-
rum. .39
Origines Locales Ventorum.. 39
Accidentales Generationes Vento-
rum: ' 42
Venti extraordinarii & Flatus re-
pentini; 43
Confacientia ad Ventos, vr:;gindlé:
Seilicet: 44
Limites Ventorum. 47
Succeffiones ventorum. 48
Motus Ventorum. 49
Motus Ventorum in Velis Navium. 5%
Obfervationes majores: 3

Motus
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Motus Ventorum in aliis Machinis

humansis. p- 56
Prognoftica Ventorum. 57
Imstamenta Ventorum. 63
Obfervatio major. 64
Canones mabiles de Ventis,. 64
Charta humana, five optativa cum

proxsmis, circa Ventos. 65

Hiftoria Denfi ¢& Rari; necnon
Costionis & Expanfionis mate-

riae per [patia. .67
Modus Experimenti circaT abulam
[wprafcriptam. ~ 71
Hiftoria Gravis & Levis. 106
Hiftoria Sympathiae & Antipa-
thiae Rerum=_ 107
Hijftoria Sulphuris, Mercurii &
Salis. 107

~ Francifci Baronis de Verulamio,
Vice-Comitis San&i Albani, Hi-
Storia Vitae.&r Mortis: five T;-

tulus fextus in Hiftoria naturali

& experimental ad condendam
Philofophiam. -~ 109

H:ftoria
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Hiftoria Vitae & Mortis. p.110
Topica Particularia: five Articuli
inquifitionis de Vita & Morte. 112

Natura durabilis. 114
Qbférvationes mjore:. 11§
Qbférvatio mafor. - 116

Deficcatio, Deficcationis Probi-
bitio, & Deficcati Inteneratio. 117

Obfervationes mafores. 120

Longaevitas ¢ Brevitas Vitae in
Animalibus. 121

QObfervationes majores. 125

Alimentatio, Via alimentandi. 127
Longaevitas & Brevitas Vitae in
Homine. 128
Medicinae ad Longaevitatem. Ad
Artic. X. 141
Intentiones.Ad Artic. X11, X1I1.
X1v. 142

Operatio fuper Spiritus, ut ma-

neant Juveniles, & reviref-
<ant. 1, 14§

-Operatio fuper Exclufionem Aéris.

II. 154

Operatio
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Operatio fuper Sanguinem & Ca-

lorem fanguificantem. III.  p.148
Operatio fuper fuccos Corporis. IV. 160

Operatio fuper Vifeera ad Extru-
Sonem Alimenti. V.

Operatio fuper Partes exteriores
ad Attraltionem Alimenti. V1.

Operatio fuper Alimentum ipfum
ad Infinnationem ejufdem. VII.

Operatio fuper Actum ultimam Af-
Similationis Commentatio. VIIL.

Operatio fuper Intenerationem efus
quod arefieri coepit, five Mala-
ciffatio Corporis. IX.

Operatio fuper Expurgationem
Succi veteris & Reftitutionem
Succi movi, five Renovationem
per vices. X.

Atriola Mortis. Ad Artic. XV.

Difcrimina Fuventutis & Senec-
tutis. Ad Artic. XV1.

Canones mobiles de ‘Duratione Vi-
tae, ¢ Forma Mortis.

Hiftoria & inquifitio primade Sono
& Auditu, & de Forma Soni,

: N

162

166

168

170

171

173
174

179

181

177
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& latente Proceffu Sonms: five
Sylva Soni & Auditus. p-189
Articuli Quacfionum circa Mi-

neralia. 203
Inquifitio de Magnete. 208
Francifcus Baconus Ledfor:i. 217
Filum Labyrinthi, five Inquifitio

Legitima de Motu. 218

Cogitationes de Natura Rerum.

De Seitione Corporum, continso

& vacto. 222
De Fluxu & Refluxu Maris. 234
Indicia «vera de Interpretatione

- Naturae. 243
Deferiptio Globs intelleltiualis. 288
Thema Coeli. 312

De Principiis atque Originibus
. fecundum Fabulas Cupidinis &
Cocli: five Parmenidis & Te-
lefii, & praecipue Democriti
Philofophis, traitata in Fa-
bula. : 319
Scala Intelledus, five Filum La-
byrinthi. Quae eft Inflaurati-
onis Magnae Pars IV, 342
¢ Prodromus,
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Prodromus, five Anticipationes
Philofophiae Secundae. Inflau-
rationis Magnae Pars V. P-344

De Sapientia Veterum Liber ad
snclytam Academiam Cantabri-
gienfem.  Illuftriffimo Viro Co-
mits Sarisburienfi, Swmmo The-
Jaurario Angliae, & Cancellario

Academiae Cantabrigienfis. 346

. Almae Matri, Inclytae Academiae
Cantabrigienfi. 347
Pracfatio. 348
De Sapientia Veterum. 380
Imago Civilis Julii Caefaris. 386

Imago Civilis Augufti Cacfaris. 388
In felicem Memoriam Elizabethae

Angliae Reginae. 389
Medstationes facrae. 396
De Miraculis Servatoris. ibid. .
De Columbina Innocentia & Ser-

pentina Prudentia. 397
De Exaltatione Charitatis. 308
De Menfura Curarum. ibid.
De Spe Terrefiri. 399
De Hypocritis. 400

N3

De

179
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De Impoftoribus. p-400
De Generibus Impofturae. 401
De Atheifmo. ibid.
De Haerefibus. 452
De Ecclefia & Scripturis. 403
1. Epiftola ad Fulgentium. ibid.

1. Refcriptum Procuratoris Regis
Primarii, ad Academiam Can-
tabrigienfem, quando in fanitius
Regis Concilium cooptatus fuit. 404

IIL. Francifcus Baro de Verulamio,
Vicecomes San@ti Albani, Almae
Matri inclytae Academiae Can-
tabrigienfi, Salutem. 40§

IV. Inclytae Academise Oxonienfi
S / ibid.

V. Refcriptum Academsiae Oxoni-
enfis Francifco Bacono. ibid.

V1. Francifcus Baro de Verulamio,
Ficecomes San&i Albani percele-
bri Collegio Sanétae & Indivi-

duae Trinitatis in Cantabrigia,

Salutem. 406
VIL. Almae Matri Academiae Can-
tabrigientfi. ' ~ ibid.

The
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The fixft Book of Francis Bacon, of
the Proficience and Advance-
ment of Learning, divine and

hbuman. ' P-413
The fecond Book. 450
The Laft Willof Sir Francis Bacon
Vifcount St. Alban, 559
V OL. IL

Atural Hiftory, Cent.1. Ex-
periments in confort, touch-

) ing the firaining and paffing of
Bodies one thro another s which

they call Percolation, p.I
~Cent 11. Experimentsin
confort touching Mufic. 29

Cent 11l. Experiments in
confort touching the Motion of
Sounds. Y
Cent. IV. Experiments
in confort touching the Clarifi-
cation of Liquors, and the acte-
lerating thereof. 65
N 3 Natural

181
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Natural Hiffory, Cent. V. Ex-
periments in confort toucking
the Acceleration of Germina-
tion. p-86
Cent. V1. Experiments
in confort touching Curiofities
about Fruits and Plarts, 103
Cent. VII. Experiments
in confort touching ‘Differences
between Plants and animated
Bodjies. 120
———Cent. VIII, Experiment -
Solitary toucking Veins of meds-
cinal Earth. 141
——Cent. 1X. Experiment
- folitary touching Perception in
Bodics infénfible, tending to na-
tural ‘Divination or [ubtile
Tryals. 165
e———~Cent. X. Experiments
snconfort touching the Tranfinif-
Sion and Influx of immateriate
Virtues, and the Force qf Ima-
gmatzm 189

Phyfiological
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Phyfiological Remains. Inquifi-
tions touching the compounding
of Metals. p-210
Articles of Queftions touching Mi-
nerals. LordBacon’s Queftions
with Dr. Meverel’s Solutionss
concerning the compounding, in-
corporating, or Union of Metals
or Minerals : which Subjeét is
the firft Letter of bis Lordfbip's

Alphabet. 214
Dr. Mcverel's Anfwers to the fore-
going Queftions. 21§

Articles of Enquiry concerning |
Minerals. The [econd Letter
of the Crofs-Row, touching the

- Separation of Metals and Mi-

- merals. 217
Dr. Meverel's Anfwer ta the fore-
going Queftions. 219

Enquiries concerning Metals and

Minerals., The fourth Letter

of the Crofs- Row, touching Re-
Slitution. 221
Dr. Meverel's Anfwer. ibid.
N4 Lord
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Lord Verulam's Inquifition touch-
ing the Verfions, Tmnfmum-
tions, Multiplications and Af-
Yections of Bodies. p.221
Certain Experiments made by the
" LordBacon about Weight in Air
and Water. 223
Certain [udden Thoughts of the
Lord Bacon’s, fet down by him
under the Title of Experiments
for Profit. ' 224
Certain Experiments of the Lord
Bacon’s about the Commixture
of Liquors only, mot Solids ;
without Heat or flgztatmn but
only by fimple Compofision and
Settling. 225
A Catalogue of Bodies attraftive
and mot attraltive, together
with experimental Obfervations

about Attrattion. - 226
Medical Remains. 228
Medcal Receipts of tbe Lord

- Bacon. ) 333

New
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New Atalantis, a Work unfinifp-
ed. - p23y
MagnﬂlmN aturae,praecipue quoad
Ufus bumayos. 259
A Collection of Apothegms new
and old. - 261
Ornamenta Ratiogalia: or Elegant
Sentences, [ome made, others
colletted by the Lord Bacon. 293
A Collection of Sentences out of
the Writings of Lord Bacon. . 294,

Effays civil and moral. 301
A Fragment of the Colours of Good
and Evil. : 384

A Table 0f the Colours or Appea-
rances of Good and Ewvil, and

their Degrees. 385
Hiftory of the Reign of KingHenry

VIL 3 98
Hiftory of the Rezgn of ng Heary

VIIL 507
The Beginning of the Hiftory of

Great Britain. 509

Miftellany Works of the Right
Honourable Francis Lord Veru-
lam;

18;
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lam; publifd by William Raw-
ley, D.D. An 1629. p-s12
Confiderations touching a War
with Spain. Infcribedto Prince
Charles. An. 1624. 513
AnAdvertifement touching aHoly
War. Written in the Year
1622. §34
Appendix. An Account of tbe
lately erééted Service called, the
Office of Compty‘ tion for Aliens-
tions. 549
Advice to Sir George Villiers, af-
terwards ‘Duke of Buckingham. 564

YOL IV.

Propefition to his Majefty,

by Sir Francis Bacon Knt,

HisMajefty's Attorney-General,

and one of his ‘Privy-Council s

touching the Compiling and A-

mendment of the Laws of Eng-
land. p-I
3 The
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The Elements of the Common
Laws of England. Comtaining, .
1. A Colleétion of fome principal
Rules and Maxims of the Com-
- mon Law, with their Latitude
and Extept: 11. The Ufe of the
Common Law for Prefervation
of our Perfons, Goods and Good
- Names ; according to the Laws
and Cufloms of this Land. p.i2
The Maxims of the Law. 18
The Ufe of the Law. 56
A Preparation toward the Union
of the Laws of England and
Scotland. 84
The Office of Confiables, Original
and Ufe of Courts-Leet, Sber:ﬂ‘.r
Turn, &re. 9%
The Arguments in Law 0f Sir
Francis Bacon Kut. the King's
Sollicitor General, in certasn
great and difficalt Cafes, I0I
Cafe of Impeackment of Wafle, -
- argued before all the fudges in
the Exchequer-Chamber. 102
The

187
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The Argument inLowe's Cafe of

Tenures, inthe King's Bench. p.

The Cafe of Revocation of Ufes,
inthe King's Bench.

The Furifdiction of the Marches.

A Dranght of an At againft an
ufurious Shift of Gain, in de-
livering Commudities inftead of
Money, &rc.

Ordinances made by tke Lord
Chancellor Bacon, for the better
andmoreregular Adminifiration
of Fuftice in the Chancery ; to

- be datly obferved, faving the
Prerogatives of the Court.

The learned Reading of Mr. Francis
Bacon upon the Statute of-Uifes.

The Argument of Sir Francis Bacon
Knt. His Majefty's Sollicitor-
General, inCafe of the Poft-Nati
of Scotland, in the Exchequer-
Chamber ; before the Lord Chan-

cellor and allthe 7udges of Eng-
land.

114

121
128

145

14_.6

156

184
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A brief Difcourfe of the happy
Union of the Kingdoms of Eng-
land and Scotland. p-21i0

Certain Articles or Declarations
touching the Union of the King-
doms of England and Scotland :
colleéted and difperfed for his
Majefty's better Service. 216

A Speech in Parliament, 39 Eliz.
upon the Motion of Subfidy. 228

A Speech by Sir Francis Bacon Knt.
chofen by the Colmons to prefent

. a Petition touching Purveyors,

dre. 231

A Speech ufed by Sir Francis Bacon
Knt. in the honourable Hosfe of
. Commons § JacQbis concerning
the Article of the General Na-
turalization of the Scotilh Na-
tion. 234
A Speech ufed by Sir Francis Bacon
Knt.in the lower Houfe of Par-
liament, by occafion of a Motion
concerning the Union of Laws. 246

. §

189
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A Report made by Sir Francis
Bacon Kunt. in the Houfe of
Commaons, of a Speech delivered
by the Earl of Salisbury; and
another Speech delivered by the
Earlof Northampton, et 2 Con-
Sference concerning the Petition
of the Merchantsuponthe Spanith
Grievances, ‘Parliament § Ja-
cobi. p.250

A Speech ufed to the King, by His
- Majefty's Sollicitdr, besng chofen
by the Commons as their Mouth
and Me(Jenger, for the prefen:-
ing tohis Majefty the Infirument
or Writing of their Grievances,
in the Parliament 7 Jacobi. 260

A Speech of the King's Sollicitor
ufed unto the Lords, at a Con-
ference by Commiffion from the
Commons, &c. 261

A Speech of the King's Sollicitor,
perfuading the Houfe of Com-
wions to defif} from further que-

’ . Sion
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Stion of receiving the King's Mef

Jages by their Speakers &rc.  p.263
A Brief Speech in the end of the

Seffion of Parliament 7 Jacobi, -

perfuading fome Supply to be

given to bis Majefly, dre. 266
A Speech delivered by the King's

Attorney Sir Francis Bacon, 7n

the lowerHoﬂﬁ when the Houfe

was in great Heat and much

traubled among the Undertakers,

&re. 267
Tbe Speech which was qﬁ’d by the

Lord-Keeper of the Great Seal

in the Star-Chamber, before the

Summer Circuits ;s the King be-

ing then in Scotlamd, 1617. 277
TheSpeechufedhySirFrancisBacon, -

Lord Keeper of the Great Seal .

of England, 2o SirWilliam Jones,
upen his calling tobe Lord Chief
Fuftice of Ireland. x617. 279
The Lord-Keeper's Speech in the
Lxchequer to Sir John Denham,
- when

191
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when he was called to be one of

the Barons of the E xcbequer p.281
His Lordpip's Speech in the Com-

mon Pleas, to Fuftice Hutton,

when he was called to be one of

the Sudges of the Common

Pleas. 282
His Lordbip's Speech in the Par-

liament, being Lord Chancellor,

to the Speaker's Excufe. 283
§ir Francis Bacon’s Charge at
Seffions of the Verge. 288

A Charge delivered by Sir Francis
Bacon, the King's Attorney Ge-
neral, at the Arraignment of
the Lord Sanquhar, inthe King's
Bench at Weftminfter. 295

Fhe Charge of Sir Francis Bacon,
HisMajefly's Attorney-General,
touching ‘Duels; upon an In-
formation in the Star-Chamber

ugainft Prickt and Wright. 297
The Decree of the Star-Clamber
againft “Duels. 304,

The
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The Charge of Sir Francis Bacon
Knt. his Majefty's Attorney Ge-
neral, againff William Talbet @
Counféllor at Law of Ireland. p.309

The Charge given by Sir Francis
Bacon, His Majefty's Attorney-
General, againft Mr. Oliver St.
John, for frandalizing and tra-
ducing, in the public Seffions,
Letters fent from the Lords of
the Council touching tbe Bene-
volence. 314

TheCharge againft Owen, indicted
of High Treafon in the King's
Bench, by Sir FrancisBacon K#z.

His Majefty's Attorney-Gene-
ral. 321

The Céarge of §ir Francis Bacon
the King's Attorney-General a-

. gainft Mr. Lumfden, §ir John

~ Wentworth, and Sir JohnHolles

for ﬁandal and traducing of the

King's Fuftice in the Proceed-

ings againft Wefton, in the Star-
Chamber, 10 November, 1615. 324,
o The
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The Charge, by way of evidence,
by Sir Francis Bacon, His Ma-
Jefty's Attorney-General, before
the Lord High Steward and the
Peers, againft Frances Countefs
of Somerfet, concerning the poi-
Joning of Sir Thomas Over-
bury. pP-330
The Charge of Sir Francis Bacon,
.his Majefly's Attorney-General,
oy way of Evidence, before the
Lord High Steward, and the
Peers, againft Robert Earl of
Somerfet, concerning the poifon-
ing of Overbury. 334
Certain Obfervations upon a Lzbel; :
" publifbed the prefent Tear 1593,
sntituled, A ‘Declaration of the
‘true Caufesof thegreat Troubles
. prefuppofed to be intended a-
gainft the Realm of England.  34.2-
A true Report of the deteftable |
Treafon intended by Doctor Ro-
dcngo Lopez, a Phyfician at- *
tending



LORD BACON'S WRITINGS. 195
tending upon the Perfon of the
Queen's Majefty- p-378

A Declaration of .the Praitices
and Treafons attempted and com:
mitted by Robert Earl of Effex

_ and his Accomplices aganft her .
Majefty and ber Kingdoinss and
of the Proceedings, as well as
the Arraignments and Convic-

- tions of the [aid Earl and his
Adherents, &re. 386

Some Particulars of that which
paffed afver the Arraignment of '

‘the late Earls, and at the Time
of tbe Suffering of the Earl of
Effex. . 409

T'he -Apology of -Sir Francis Bacon,
in certain Imputations concern-
ing the late Earlof Effex. 429

Ceitain Confiderations touching
the Plantationsnlrcland. Pre-
. [emted to bis Majefty, 1606. 443
" Advice to the King touching Mr. /
‘Sutton’s Effate. 449

~

03 Theological
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Theological Works. A Confeffion

of Faith, written by the Right
HonourableFrancisBacon, Baron
~of Verulam, . P-453
An Advertifement touching the
Controverfies of the Church of
England. 458
CertainConfiderationstouchingthe
bettet Pacification and Edifica-
tion of the Charch of England.
Dedsicated to his moft Excellent

Majefty. 472
Concerning the Liturgy, the Cere-
monies and Subfiription. 479

Touching the Provifion for fuf-
cient Maintenanceinthe Church. 48«

A Prayer or Pfalm made by the
Lord Bacon, Chancellor of Eng-

land. 487
The Student’s Prayer. 488
The Writer's Prayer. ibid.

The Tranflation of Pfaims into
Englip Verfe. By the Right
Honourable Francis Lord Veru-
lam, Vifcount St. Alban. 489

An
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An Explanation what manner of
Perfons thofe fbould be that are
to execute the Power of Ordi-
nanceoftheKing'sPrerogative.p.498
Short Notes for civil Converfa-
tion. §00
An Effay on Death. 501
The Charatters of a believing
Chriftian, in Paradoxes, and
Seeming Cuns.»dittions, compar-
ed with the Capy printed Lond.

1645. E §04
A Prayer made and uféd by the
Lord Chancellor Bacon. , 507
Letters in the Reign of Q). Eliza-
beth. 509
Letters m the Reign of King
Jemes. . 5§56

FINTIS.
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BOO K S printed for, :and [old by
A.MiILLAR.

I THE Works of FrRancis Bacon, Baron
of Verulam, Vifcount St. Alban, and Lord
High Chancellor of England, In which are féve-
tal Pieces never before printed in any Edition of
his Works. ith a new Life of the Author by -
Mr. Mallet. In 4 Vol. Folio. There is printeé);
to complete thofe Gentlemens Sets that purchas’d
the former Edition, the new Life of the Author
by Mr. Mallet, and the additional Pictes, at 10s.
6 d. the fmall Paper, and 15 s. the large.  Printed
in Folio, the fame Size as the laft Edition.

II. A complete Colle®ion of the Hifforical,
Political, and Mifcellaneous Works of Joun MiL- -
ToN : Correltly printed from the Original Edi-.
tions. W ith an Hiftorical and Critical Account
of the Life, and Writings of the AuTHOR :
Containing feveral Original Papers of RIS, never
before publif’d 5 and a lil;lge Alphabetical Index.

HOMAS BircH, A. M. and F. R. S. in 2 Vol.
Folio, beautifully printed on a2 fine Paper, and
adorned with a curious Head of the AuTHoOR,
engraven by Mr. Vertue, from a Drawing by
Mr. Richardfon.

III. The Oceana, and other Works of JamEs
HARRINGTON, Efg; colle&ed, methodized, and
yeviewed ; with an exa& Account of his Lirx
prefixed, by Toland: To which is added, an Ap-
{mdix, containing all the Political Traéts wrote

y this Author; omiitted in Mr. Toland’s Edition.

1IV. An HistoricarL anp Poriticat
Discourse oF THE Laws AND GovERrn-
MENT OF ENGLAND, from the Fir# Times to
the Reign of Queen EL1zABETH. With a Vins
. dication of the antient Way of Parliaments in

: ENGLAND. .

Colle&ted from fome Manufcript Notes of Joun
SeLoxnN, Efg; by NATHANIEL Bacon, of
Gray's- .



. .
* y?;( .
Book printed for A. M1LLAR,

Gray's-Inn,Efq; The fourth Edition : Correéted
and improved by a GENTLEMAN of the Mid-
dle-Temple. . : ' :

M B. There are a few of the above four print-
ed for the Curious on a fuperfine large Paper.

" V. The Political Works of ANDREwW FLET-
cHER, Efg; containing, 1. A Difcourfe of Go-
vernmént, with relation to Militla’s. 2, 3. Dif~
courfes concerning the Affairs of Scotland ; written
in the Year 16¢8. 4. Difcorfo delle Cofe di
Spagna fcritto nel mefe di Luglio 16¢8r, 5. A
Speech upon theState of the Nation, in Aprifi701
6. Speeches by a Member of the Parliament, which
b:gan at Edinburgh the 6th of May 1703. 7. An,
Acconnt of a L(’;gqnvgrfation concerning a righy
Regulation of Governments for the common Good
of Mankind : In a Letter to the Marquifs of Mont-
rofe, the Earls of Rothes, Roxburgh,and Haddington,
from London the firfk of Degember, 1703.

VI. The Works of Mr. THomsoN, in 2 Vols.
8vo. Vol.1. containing Spring, Summer, Autwnmn,
Winter ; a Hymn on the Seafons; a Poem facred
to the Memory of Sir Jfaac Newton ; Britannia, a
Poem ; and Sophonisba, a Tragedy. Vol. II. con-
taining Ancientand Modern /taly compared,Greece,
Rome, Britain, and the Pro{peﬂ, being the five
Parts of Liberty, a Poem ; a Poem to the Memory
of the late Lord Chancellor Talbot 5 Agamemnon,
a Tragedy ; and Edward and Eleonora, a Tragedy.

Either of the Volumes are to be had feparate.

N. B, There are a few Copiesremaining of thofe
printed on a fuperfine Royal gaper in 2 Vol. 4to.

VIL. ‘The Mythology and Fables of the ANTIENTS,
explain’d from Hiffory: By the Abbé BaNI1kER,
Member of ‘the Royal Academy of Inferiptions and
‘Belles Letters. Vol. L. and IL. * Tranflated from the -

riginal FRENCH. N, B, Thefe 2 Vols. contain
our of the French. ‘
VIIL
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Books pri#ted for A. MILLAR.

VIII. MATHO ; or .the COSMOTHEORIA
Pueriris. A Dialogye. In which the firft
Principles of Philofophy and Aftronomy are ac-
commodated to the Capacity of young Perfons,
or fuch as have yet.no Tincture of thefe Sciences.
Hence the Principles of Natural Religion are de-
duced. In 2 Vols. 8vo.

By the Author of An Inguiry into the Nature of
the lbman Soul.

IX. An Enquiry into the Nature of the Human
Sour, wherein the Immateriality of the Soul is
evinced, from the Principles of Reafon and Philofo-
phy. In 2 vol. 8vo. ,

He who would fee the jufieft and precifeft Notions

of God, and the Soul, may read this Book ; one
of the moft finifbed of the Kind, in my bumble Opi-
niony that the prefent Times, greatly advanced in

- true Philofophy, have produced.

WARBURTON’s Divine Legation of Mofes

demonfirated, p. 395, firft Edition.

. X. TheLiFE of Amssl?l'rz-JAm-:s,Duxn
oF BErRwiICK, arfbal, Duke, and Peer of
FraANCE, General of his Moff Chriftian Majefly’s
Armies. CONTAINING an Account of his
Birth, Education, and Mglnary Explits in Ireland,
Flanders, Spain, the Cevennes, Dauphiné,and on the
Rbine : With the Particulars of the Battle of AI-
manza, and the Siege of Barcelma. Givinga ge-
neral View of the Affairs of EuroPE for thefe
fifty Years paft. The whole interfperfed with
Military and Political Refle&tions, and the Charac-
tersof EMINENT MEN, :

Speedsly will be publifped,

Several P1ecEs, fome of which never before
printed ; which, with Eurydice 2 Tragedy, Mu/-
tapha, and this Life, will complete Mr. Mallet’s
Works. )
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